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Mark your calendars to attend the Fort Worth Fly Fishers Holiday Celebration scheduled 
for Dec. 11, from 3 to 6 p.m. at Wild Acre Brewing Co.  This social event will be in lieu 
of our regular monthly meeting scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 7. Light hors d’oeuvres 
and a cash bar serving alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages will be available.
 
This will be a great opportunity to connect with fellow club members after experiencing 
the many disruptions and limitations created by the pandemic over the past two years. 
Let’s kick 2022 off right with this in-person social event and set the stage for a great year 
ahead.

I ask that you drop me a note at  president@fortworthflyfishers.org  prior to Dec. 
specifying your intent to attend with the number of individuals in your party so that 
we can make appropriate plans for both space and food.
 
Wild Acre Brewing Company is located at 1734 East El Paso St, Fort Worth, Texas 76102.  
This is the brewing facility, not the location on Camp Bowie Blvd.

Today’s Message From the President is a little bittersweet for me. This message marks 
my last opportunity to address the club as your president as my term expires Dec. 31. 
Serving in this role has been a tremendously rewarding experience even though these 
past two years have been anything but routine. Serving on the Board of Directors has 
offered me the unique opportunity to meet many new and existing club members and 
develop lifelong friends who share common interests. I offer a heartfelt thanks to each of 
our board members who accompanied me on this journey.  

Most of all, I want to thank each of the members of Fort Worth Fly Fishers. I appreciate 
your confidence over the past two years and I am humbled by the strong show of 

Message From the President

Continued on page 2.

mailto:president@fortworthflyfishers.org
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support you have demonstrated. For your patience, support 
and camaraderie, I will be eternally grateful.

As for me, I’m looking forward to a lot more time on the water.  
I hope to see you there.

Sincerely,

David Hooper, President
Fort Worth Fly Fishers

2021 Holiday Party set for Dec. 11 
at Wild Acre Brewing Co.

Fort Worth Fly Fishers members last gathered for the annual 
Holiday Party in 2019, just before the pandemic took hold. 
We are thrilled to say that we plan to proceed with the 2021 
celebration on Dec. 11 (a Saturday) from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 
Wild Acre Brewing Co.  Light hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar 
serving alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages will be available.

Note: This social event is in lieu of our regular monthly 
meeting, which would have been on  Dec. 4. 
 
This will be a great opportunity to connect with fellow club 
members after experiencing the many disruptions and 
limitations created by the pandemic over the past two years. 
Let’s kick 2022 off right with this in-person social event and set 
the stage for a great year ahead.

Send an email to  president@fortworthflyfishers.org  before 
Dec. 7 if you plan to attend. Include the number in your 
party so that we can make plans space and food.

Wild Acre Brewing Company is located at 1734 East El Paso St, 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102.  This is the brewing facility, not the 
location on Camp Bowie Boulevard.  

January Speaker is Stephen 
Weaver of Good Fly, Inc.

Stephen L. Weaver, 
president and co-
founder of Good 
Fly Inc. and a 
lecturer with the 
H o l l i n g s w o r t h 
Center for Ethical 
Leadership at Texas 
A&M University, 
kicks off 2022 as 
our speaker at the 
Jan. 4 membership 
meeting.

Good Fly is a not-
for-profit offering 
free fly-fishing 
activities aimed at 
giving people from 
stressful professions 

or circumstances the chance to unwind and enjoy the benefits 
of our sport. Its motto is “Casting Flies to Renew the Mind and 
Refresh the Spirit.” You can learn more at GoodFly.org.

Steve began his fly-fishing journey on the South Fork of the 
Boise River 30 years ago while assigned to his first duty station in 
the Air Force at Mountain Home, Idaho. He has been a “Fishing 
Buddy” with the Brazos Valley Chapter of Reel Recovery and 
became a Fly Fishers International casting instructor in March 
2020.
 
Steve managed Birch Creek State Park at Lake Somerville for 
the Texas Park and Wildlife Department from 2017 to 2021.

Steve retired from the U.S. Air Force in 2017 after 26 years of 
service. Notable assignments included chief of antiterrorism, 
US Africa Command; deputy chief of staff, Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency; commander, 19th Mission Support 
Group; director, NATO Police Institutional Advisory Team 
– Afghanistan; and chief of security forces, Air Force Global 
Strike Command.

His education includes a BS in Wildlife and Fisheries Science 
from Texas A&M University, an MA in Organizational 
Leadership from Chapman University and an MS in National 
Resource Strategy from National Defense University’s 
Eisenhower School. He is also a graduate of the U.S. Army 
Command and General Staff College.

He has been married to his wife Shana since 1992 and has two 
adult daughters, Lauren, and Rachel. 

mailto:president@fortworthflyfishers.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1734+E+El+Paso+St,+Fort+Worth,+TX+76102/@32.7498772,-97.3214142,14.72z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x864e70e2befcdd31:0x174f84add760ceea!8m2!3d32.7433238!4d-97.3072973
https://www.goodfly.org/
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Participants at the Lower Illinois River outing.

Our November three-day stay on the Lower Illinois River in 
Gore, Okla., was met with good fellowship, quality water flows 
and sixty-degree weather. A couple miles from the banks of the 
Lower Illinois, members made the clean, comfortable cabins of 
Blue Doors at Tenkiller home for the weekend. The Lower Illinois 
River has multiple paved parking lot access points for fishermen 
wanting to land one of the 100,000 rainbow and brown trout 
stocked annually on one of Oklahoma’s few year-round trout 
fisheries. Access to the river was possible through the Powerhouse 
Dam, River Road Access Area, or Marval Resort.

Saturday evening, members gathered around the fire pit sharing 
stories of their adventure while enjoying cheeseburgers cooked 
by President David Hooper and Outings Director Chris Patnode. 
While Blue Doors at Tenkiller was the last outing for 202, I know 
I have some great outings already planned for 2022.

Thank you to everyone who attended our November outing and 
to Donavan Clary for showing us around his home waters on the 
Lower Illinois River.

Chris Patnode
Outings Director

Sign to Blue Doors lodge, our base for the outing.

One fish, two fish, small fish, big fish.

Fish, Fellowship and Fun at November Outing to Gore, Okla.
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Participants at the 2007 Reel Recovery retreat in Basalt, Colo.

Texas Chapter of Reel Recovery, the free, fly-fishing program 
for men living with cancer, was blessed to serve its 500th guest 
at the chapter’s 43rd retreat on Oct. 14-16 at Camp Allen in 
Navasota. The 11 participants at the retreat pushed the Texas 
chapter over the milestone.

The Texas Chapter journey began 15 years ago in 2007 when 
Warren Wolf of Kerrville heard about a free fishing program 
for cancer survivors. (Warren was in remission from stage 4 
melanoma after major surgery.) He told his life partner Debbie 
and close friend Tom Misfeldt about the trip and they told him 
to “Go for it.”

He called to apply. The woman answering the phone asked 
him, “Who do you want to nominate?, and Warren responded, 
“me”. There was a pause, then he was told the program he had 
reached, Casting for Recovery, is for women with breast cancer. 
She gave Warren the correct contact for Reel Recovery.

He filled out an application and was accepted to attend a June 
2007 retreat in Basalt, Colo. Warren drove his old truck to the 
retreat by himself. He was so impressed with the experience 
he told Executive Director Stan Golub, who helped run the 
retreat, that his new mission was to start a Texas Chapter. 
Before heading home, Warren called both Debbie and Tom and 
shared his plan. 
       
Immediately upon his return, he talked non-stop about the 
program with Debbie and Tom, its value and how “we” needed 
to bring it to Texas and have the first Texas retreat in 2008. They 
began the many tasks of starting a new chapter and holding a 
retreat. Funding, finding a fishery venue, lodging and meals, 
recruiting volunteers to run the retreat or be fishing buddies to 
each participant), and of course recruiting participants.      

They turned to local Hill Country fly-fishing clubs, talking up 
the plan and laying the groundwork for long-term relationships. 
Warren visited area cancer clinics to recruit participants. He 
canvassed small businesses for financial support. Reel Recovery 
helped with a grant from the John Wayne Cancer Foundation.

The search for a Hill Country venue found Joshua Creek Ranch 
in Boerne, and it fit the bill. The first Texas retreat was set for 
October 2008!

Several examples define Warren’s drive, enthusiasm, and the 
lasting impact Warren, Debbie and Tom have had on the Texas 
chapter. 

Warren knew the owner of Chimy’s Cerveceria in Fort Worth 
was an avid fly-fisherman and left him a Reel Recovery 
pamphlet with this note: “Want to be a fishing guide?”  Not 
only did the owner become a fishing buddy at the first retreat, 
but a major promoter of the new chapter. Chimy’s sponsored 
its first Texas benefit in 2010 and remains a staunch supporter 
of Reel Recovery.

Warren visited Temple Fork Outfitters (TFO) in Dallas to meet 
its founder, Rick Pope, share his Reel Recovery experience and 
ask for help supplying gear. Rick recalled the meeting: “Full of 
life, passion and enthusiasm, he touched me with his kindness 
and generosity for those who endure the most difficult of times 
while battling cancer. I was honored to help and we began 
loaning outfits to programs in the infancy of RR.” 

Warren and Tom even traveled to Fort Worth Fly Fishers 
meetings, where he would update members on his progress 
and ask for volunteers and donations. We might be surprised, 
he said, of the possibilities among our own membership for 
RR participants. And indeed, three club members attended the 
2009 retreat as participants.

FWFF member and longtime club leader Les Jackson and 
I became volunteers in 2009. Warren asked Les to round up 
fishing buddies for that year’s retreat. The club’s board voted to 
donate and has faithfully supported Reel Recovery ever since. 
There are now half a dozen clubs that regularly make donations, 
provide volunteers and have members as participants. 

“Warren was such a positive ambassador for Reel Recovery, 
we added him to our Board of Directors in 2009,” Stan Golub, 
Executive Director of Reel Recovery, wrote in a past newsletter.

In 2010 Warren was seeing a psychologist in Fort Worth as 
part of his cancer treatment. His cancer had metastasized to 
his brain, and despite his condition he continued to work to 
build a solid foundation for the Texas and national operations. 
According to his psychologist, Warren kept circling back to 
Reel Recovery and how Texas needed its own facilitator to lead 
the Courageous Conversations exercise for the participants. 

Texas Chapter of Reel Recovery Serves Its 500th Man in October
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Reel Recovery Serves Its 500th 
Man-CONTD.

Warren Wolf at the Reel Recovery 2007 retreat on Colorado’s 
Frying Pan River.

The psychologist became that facilitator and now is one of three 
in the Texas program.

Warren also influenced the formation of three additional state 
chapters: Louisiana, Oklahoma and Virginia.

In 2010, Rusty Dunn asked Warren to talk about Reel Recovery 
at his Lafayette, La., fly-fishing club. Warren was not feeling well 
from his treatments but did not want to miss the opportunity, 
so Tom drove him to the meeting. The Louisiana Reel Recovery 
chapter formed, and Rusty held the first Louisiana Reel 
Recovery retreat in October 2012.

Warren wasn’t there to witness that Louisiana retreat. Shortly 
after an April 2011 retreat in Graham, Warren had entered 
hospice. Several of us made visits to see him and learn as much 
as we could about his dreams for the Texas chapter. When I was 
told the end was near, I went to visit with Warren that very day. 
Warren had his usual smile and was very lucid.

He said he had a couple of things he wanted to talk about. He told 
me to make sure that when someone with cancer volunteered 
to help, encourage them to go through the program first. It 
would help them deal with their cancer journey and make them 
a much better volunteer to have the program experience. I took 
that to heart and we still do it. Everyone that heeds Warren’s 
advice is glad he did.

The second thing on his mind was his bucket list item – get a 
chapter started in Oklahoma! He had attended Oklahoma State 
University, and asked that I see that the state got a chapter. I 
promised I would. Warren was building Reel Recovery right to 

the end. Warren passed away several days later. Oklahoma held 
their first retreat in October 2013.

The third state chapter is an example of how Warren’s work 
continued after his passing. One of the Louisiana participants 
shared his experience and urged friends in Virginia to look into 
Reel Recovery and consider starting a Chapter. Virginia held its 
first retreat in May 2015.

I want to thank all the people who shared their memories of 
Warren’s enthusiasm, passion, vision and determination in 
founding the Texas chapter of Reel Recovery that we are so 
blessed to enjoy. It has been a national and state effort from the 
beginning – caring volunteers, supportive cancer clinics and 
hospitals, generous donors and the many friends who support 
the Texas retreats. 

Here’s to the next 500 courageous men we are honored to serve 
beginning with six Texas retreats in 2022!       

New FWFF Board
At the November meeting members were asked to vote for the 
slate of directors for the upcoming year. All nominees were 
approved by acclamation. Here is the 2022 board of directors.

Position  Nominee  Term
President  Jack Gillis  2022-23
Vice president  David Hooper  2022-23
Secretary  Joy Summers  2021-22
Treasurer  Liz Davis  2021-22
Membership  Brett Morehead  2021-22
Outings   Chris Patnode  2021-22
Speakers  Reid Winger  2021-22
Fly Tying  Frank Huneycutt 2022-23
Education  Brad Dodson  2021-22
Social Media  Cody Weaver  2021-22
Communications Jim Fuquay  2022-23
Conservation  Greg Ramirez  2022-23
Legal   Mike Nelson  2022-23
At-Large  Bryce Bezant  2022-23

susanfuquay
Typewritten Text

susanfuquay
Typewritten Text
- Mike Emerson  Reel Recovery Texas State Coordinator
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It’s All About the Fishing
This is where we feature recent fishing trips and experiences 
of Fort Worth Fly Fishing members. If you have pictures and a 
story to share, send it to Communications Director Jim Fuquay 
at jimfuquay@gmail.com.

Some pictures are worth 1,000 words. This one’s probably more 
like 200 or so. I attend the Thursday night fly-tying group in 
south Arlington. One night Frank Huneycutt, FWFF’s incoming 
director for fly tying, said he intended to lead a session tying an 
Autumn Splendor streamer once he located all the materials. I 
had a trip to New Mexico coming up and immediately bugged 
him to teach the fly, a personal favorite of mine, before I left 
for Taos in mid-November. Frank followed through and we 
all had fun with the fly. When my wife and I got to Taos (she 
paints, I fish – good combo) we dropped into the excellent Taos 
Fly Shop for advice. Good fishing on the Rio Grande, they said, 
especially dry flies in the evening due to warmer-than-normal 
temperatures. Except the next day there were no takers at our 
go-to Lone Juniper campsite, nor were the usually productive 
nymphs producing.

Then a small trout jumped near me, and jumped again. What 
could make a little fish jump like that except, perhaps, a bigger 
fish? So on went an Autumn Splendor, often described as a 
dead ringer for a tiny brown trout. It only took a few retrieves 
through a stiff current to entice a strike. The fishing was not 
great, unfortunately, but the streamer caught the ones that were 
biting. I finished the day perfectly satisfied with a beautiful day 
and catching fish with a homemade fly.
Jim Fuquay

Emily Craig, who was FWFF conservation director before 
returning to her native Michigan earlier this year, hoists a 
steelhead trout she caught ”during a float trip on the Manistee 
River just below Tippy Dam.” (That’s about where the tip of your 
little finger would be on the mitten that serves as a state map.) A 
steelhead is a rainbow trout that has migrated to the ocean and 
then returned to freshwater to spawn. A few days later, Emily 
reports, she waded another section of the Manistee and netted 
the brown trout shown. “I went north to live in a fly-fishing 
paradise, but I’m still a FWFF member,” Emily told us in an 
email. “If anyone wants to come visit, I can put them on some 
awesome trout and salmon waters!”

mailto:jimfuquay@gmail.com
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Hook:  #12 Dry fly hook
Thread:   8/0 rust Uni-Thread or equivalent
Tail:   Badger rooster hackle fibers (brown or variant  
  hackle may be substituted)
Rib:   Fine silver wire
Body:   Pheasant rooster tail fibers
Hackle:   Badger rooster hackle fibers (brown or variant  
  hackle may be substituted)
Head:   Whip finish and add head cement

This pattern imitates a blue-winged olive spinner. Before you start, 
here are two tips:

•	 Take your time with the hackle. Be sure you do not trap 
hackle fibers and force them into an unnatural position.

•	 It is better to use too much hackle than too little on this fly. 
Use two hackles if necessary.

Step. 1. Insert the hook into the vise. Attach thread about an 
eye-length behind the eye so you have room for a robust hackle.

Step 2. Wrap a solid thread base to the start of the hook bend. 

Step 3. Tie in 10 to 15 hackle fibers for a tail. Use enough fibers 
to support the fly. Tie down the excess along the hook shank.

Step 4. Tie in the silver wire, binding it securely onto the shank 
by wrapping the thread back to the base of the tail. For strength, 
you may want to form a small “U” shape on the wire after 
attaching it with three or four turns and bind down the wire 
waste as you wrap back over the wire. This prevents it pulling 
loose when you wrap it forward.

Step 5. Tie in four strands of pheasant tail fibers by the tips and 
wrap the thread to the rear. Wrap the thread forward to the point 
one eye length behind the hook.

Fly of the Month: Dry Pheasant Tail Variant
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Step 6. Palmer the pheasant tail fibers forward with minimal 
twisting to form the body of the fly.

 
Step 7. Counter-wrap the silver wire rib forward and tie off at the 
end of the body. Instead of cutting the wire, use the “helicopter” 
technique to break off excess. Stop well short of the eye to allow 
space for the head hackle.

Step 8. Tie in the badger hackle. If you use one hackle, be sure 
the fibers angle forward as you wrap the hackle forward. You 
may want to use two hackles attached so they are belly-to-belly. 
This gives you fibers slanting both forward and backwards as 
you palmer them forward. 

Step 9. Palmer hackle forward several turns, touching but not 
overlapping. The number of turns will depend on the quality of 
the hackle. Tie off the hackle. Carefully trim off the waste hackle.

Step. 10. Form a neat head, whip finish and apply head cement.

Online Fly-tying Classes for 
FFI Program Start in January

Jack Gillis, holder of the FFI Gold Level Fly Tying Award, is 
offering an online class teaching how to tie the flies needed 
to achieve the FFI Bronze Level Fly Tying Award, starting in 
January 2022.

Online classes will occur every two weeks. The first week is 
guided tying of a Bronze Level Fly. Each participant will tie the 
fly along with the instructor, then practice two weeks until the 
next class.

During the second class, participants will tie the same fly to 
assess their improvement, ask  questions and address challenges 
with the whole class. Classes continue until all flies in the Bronze 
Level are tied.

If you’re interested in this free online class, please email 
JackGillis@outlook.com  as soon as possible to enroll and join 
the email list.

Jack Gillis
Incoming FWFF President

Fly of the Month: Dry Pheasant Tail Variant

mailto:JackGillis@outlook.com


Fort Worth Fly Fishers Newsletter                   December 2021    Pg. 9

2021 OUTINGS CALENDAR
DATE EVENT TIME LOCATION

December 11 FWFF Annual Holiday Party 3pm - 6pm Wild Acre Brewing

 

CLUB ACTIVITIES
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Fly Tying Groups Around Town
One of the best ways to improve and learn new tying skills as well as make new friends is to attend one of the tying events held in our 
area on a weekly basis. If you are a seasoned and experienced tyer, many of us would be glad to learn a new pattern or technique from 
you. If you are new to the whole mystifying ordeal of putting thread and feathers on a hook, do not be intimidated. Come and watch, 
enjoy a cold one, and catch up on recent fishing reports.

Fort Worth

Backwoods:
441 Carroll Street
Montgomery Plaza
Fort Worth, TX
817-332-2423
Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m.
Call ahead for details and information.
Backwoods fly tying nights are well attended with lots of 
knowledgeable tyers that are willing to help and share.

Orvis Fort Worth:
4601 West Freeway #310
Fort Worth 76107
682-703-7675
Orvis Fort Worth will resume its free, open fly-tying class 
starting Nov. 9. Class runs Tuesdays from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
The store will supply materials and hooks. Guests are free to 
bring their own tools, vice and thread, although Orvis does 
have a limited number of fly tying kits to use for the night if 
needed.
Orvis also is offering a Fly Tying 101 weekend class. The same 
fly is repeated for three consecutive Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
noon. You must reserve a place as each session is limited to 
eight people. All equipment is provided, and we will be tying 
the Woolly Bugger.
Classes are: Saturday Nov. 6,  Nov. 13 and Nov. 20.

Arlington
El Fenix Mexican Restaurant
4608 S Cooper St.
Arlington TX 76017
817-557-4309
Thursday nights: Dinner and drinks start at 5:15-5:30 p.m.
Tying starts at 6:30 p.m.
This event is usually headed by FWFF members who rotate 
in leading the class, which meets in a space in the rear of the 
restaurant. Mexican cuisine and cold drinks get the program 
rolling before tyers start making the fur, feathers and lies fly. If 
you don’t mind a bit of rabbit fur in your salsa or peacock herl 
in your PBR, come join us!

ZOOM
The Roadkill Roundtable continues its online fly tying 
demonstrations this fall. The ZOOM calls are hosted by 
Jack Gillis, our fly tying chairman, and include experienced 
and well-known fly tyers, including Dutch Baughman, Fred 
DuPre’, Dave Boyer, Eric Austin, Al and Gretchen Beatty. 
If you are an experienced  tyer or just beginning your fly 
tying journey, don’t miss these excellent demonstrations. All 
meetings are on ZOOM at 7 p.m.

The schedule is:
Sept. 28  Eric Austin Blue Bottle (Bergman style)
Oct. 20  Fred DuPre’ Jack Gartside Sparrow
Oct. 26  Dave Boyer         Hackle Stacker
Nov. 9  Al Beatty             Rotating Stimulator
Nov. 23  Matt Bennett TBD
Dec. 14  Gretchen Beatty Royal Trude
Contact Jack at  jackgillis@outlook.com  to register without 
cost.

https://quaxel3.net/v1/t/c/488483f7-b0cb-10b4-fa19-ca822998f30c/outlk:b7981153-6d47-4fb5-98e4-d8242fcf991d/jimfuquay@gmail.com/mailto%3Ajackgillis%40outlook.com
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FWFF
P.O. Box 1133
Forth Worth, TX   76101
WWW.FORTWORTHFLYFISHERS.ORG

Our Purpose
“The purpose of our local club is to provide a forum for the meeting and 

exchange of ideas among members concerning the art of fly fishing.”
Federation of Fly Fishers, Southern Council 2002 and 2003 Club of the Year,

Texas Council 2014 Club of the Year 

Position     Board Member   Term

President     David Hooper   2020-21
Vice President    Bryce Bezant   2020-21
Treasurer     Liz Davis    2020-21
Secretary     Joy Summers   2020-21
Membership    Brett Morehead   2021-22
Speaker Director     Reid Winger   2021-22
Outings Director    Chris Patnode   2021-22
Tying Director     Jack Gillis    2021-22
Communications    Jim Fuquay    2020-21
Conservation     Emily Craig   2020-21
Social Relations    Vacant    2021-22
Education     Brad Dodson   2021-22
Legal      Mike Nelson   2020-21
Auction/Raffles    Vacant    2021-22
Director at Large    Jim Bass    2020-21

FORT WORTH FLY FISHERS
Board of Directors

WWW.FORTWORTHFLYFISHERS.ORG



