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With fall just around the corner, the seasonal change will usher in marginally cooler 
temperatures and shorter days. This is a great time to get out on the water and experience 
all the season has to offer. From Texas Parks and Wildlife Department trout stockings to 
increased water flows, the fishing can be great and some of the most beautiful scenery of 
the year. Don’t forget to renew you license which expires Aug. 31.

Our club has a lot of activities planned including our educational program “Fly Casting 
Skills” in place of our stated meeting on Sept. 1,  to the Kayak/Pontoon Boat Auction 
scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 12 to our monthly outing to be held on Loughridge Lake 
(north Fort Worth) on Sept. 19.  If a fall trip to the Texas Hill Country is preferred, you 
won’t want to miss Oktoberfisch hosted by Fredericksburg Fly Fishers on the Pedernales 
River Just outside of Fredericksburg Oct. 16-18.  Check this newsletter for details.

Time is running out to support the club through you purchase of kayak/pontoon boat 
raffle tickets. This year we are offering three chances to win for your $20 ticket (or three 
tickets for $50 or six for $100) investment.  With our inability to sell tickets at several 
canceled events this year, your chances to win one of the prizes have never been greater. 
Tickets can be purchased by contacting Bill Hodges at bcolhodges@aol.com or purchased 
online by paid club members by logging into the website and clicking on the “Calendar: 
button and then on the Sept. 12, kayak auction link.  This method will allow members to 
pay easily with a credit card and take advantage of the several purchase options available.

Our membership renewal process for 2021 will begin in September 2020.  In addition to 
the many programs and services offered through Fort Worth Fly Fishers, membership in 
FWFF also includes a paid membership in Fly Fishers International (FFI).  Membership 
dues paid directly to FFI do not reciprocate with FWFF; if dues are paid straight to FFI, 

Message From the President

Cont. on Pg 2

https://www.fredericksburgflyfishers.com/oktoberfisch
mailto:bcolhodges%40aol.com?subject=


September 2020    Pg. 2Fort Worth Fly Fishers Newsletter      

individuals will still need to pay additional FWFF dues to 
continue to receive FWFF benefits. S ome o f y ou m ay r eceive 
solicitations for FFI membership prior to paying your FWFF 
annual membership dues, so I encourage you to pay FWFF dues 
and get your FFI membership at no additional charge. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me or 
any other board members for guidance.

Wishing you a wonderful September and many great days on the 
water.

Regards,
David Hooper, President

Cast in Trinity Park!
Join us Sept. 1 for Part III of our Summer Learning Series -- cast- 
ing in Trinity Park. We meet at 7 p.m. Use the University Drive 
entrance and look for the FWFF flags. There will be instructors 
and coaches for skill levels from beginner to advanced. Whether 
you are learning the basics or want to fine-tune your technique, 
you'll receive the help you need. Equipment is available. 
  
Note that we will be observing social distancing and wearing face

masks when adequate  separation isn't possible.  
  
We hope to see you at Trinity Park, just west of  downtown Fort 
Worth, and encourage you to bring friends or family members.

As a reminder, our regular meeting venue at the UNT Health 
Science Center remains unavailable. Plan on participating in  
our October and November speaker presentations via Zoom. 

October Speaker:
 Pat Vanek Guides us through 

the Brazos River from Lake 
Whitney to Waco

Our October  speaker, who will present his program via Zoom, is 
guide Pat Vanek of Bosque Valley Fly Fishing. His topic is one 
near and dear to us all: fly fishing the Brazos River, specifically 
below Lake Whitney, from the dam to Waco. That run offers 
“miles and miles of amazing fishing for many different species, 
but the largemouth bass fishery is really special,” Pat says. He’s 
prowled the area more than 20 years.

Pat, who started fly fishing “around age 10 or 11 with a Martin 
glass rod and Model 62 reel from an S&H Green Stamps store,” 

shares his passion for largemouth, spotted, and smallmouth bass, 
stripers and white bass. “There are also plenty of sunfish, drum, 
catfish, and carp to cast a fly to. It’s a target rich environment!” 
he says. (By the way, he still has that first rod and reel.)

“We will cover access on the river, tips and techniques to target 
bass, what water to fish, and what water to ignore, gear, fly 
patterns, and the different stretches of the river I guide on. This 
information can be applied to other rivers and creeks across 
Texas to help you find and catch bass on the fly,” Pat says. 

Pat owns and operates Bosque Valley Fly Fishing, guiding 
fly fishers on the rivers of central Texas and tying custom fly 
orders. "When not guiding, fishing, hunting or tying flies (or, 
unfortunately, at my regular job) I am at home near Crawford 
with my wife and 14-year-old triplets. I am also active in our 
local fly club, The Waco Fly Fishing Club, having served as the 
club’s past treasurer and president for three years.  I really enjoy 
sharing my knowledge of fly fishing and tying with others, and 

teaching this great sport both on 
the water and off. I enjoy giving 
fly fishing presentations to clubs 
and fly shops around the state and 
helping out with fly club or other 
local fly fishing and tying classes.”

Watch for the email from 
David Hooper (president@
fortworthflyfishers.org) in your 
inbox for the link to the Zoom 
event, starting at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 6.

WANTED
Fort Worth Fly Fishers

Board Members
We are seeking club members who would like to serve this 
AWESOME fly fishing club by becoming a member of the 
AWESOME Fort Worth Fly Fishers Board of Directors.  

This is a group of dedicated AWESOME volunteers that bring 
to you, as a member of this AWESOME club, some AWESOME 
programing which includes, but is not limited to, speakers, 
newsletters, educational events, outings and conservation 
projects.  You can see who is on the current Board of Directors 
on the last page of this newsletter. 

Please contact David Hooper (president@fortworthflyfishers.
org- 817-718-5151) or Bryce Bezant (rbbezant@gmail.com - 
817-360-6672) if you are interested.

We probably used the word AWESOME too much, but that is 
because it is an AWESOME club with some AWESOME people 
volunteering their time! Please tell them thank you. 
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Float Loughridge Lake 
With Us on Sept. 19

Join host and Outings Director Chris Patnode Saturday Sept. 19 
at Loughridge Lake in Fort Worth for a morning float. Plan on 
meeting at 6:30 a.m. to gear up and hit the water at sunrise.

Loughridge Lake is 
located inside the 
Northwest Community 
Park, a Fort Worth 
city park sponsored by 
the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, 
and is located at 8575 
Blue Mound Road, 
south of the U.S. 
currency printing plant. 
For lake access, use the 
park entrance closest to 
the nursery and not the 
park entrance nearest 
the athletic fields.

A kayak, canoe or float 
tube are necessary to 
best access this lake 
for panfish, bass, and 
crappie. A short 5- to 
10-minute walk from 
the parking lot leads 
you down a widened 
sidewalk to the fishing 
pier and into the water 
for a scenic adventure. 
Chris has also offered to 
help members needing 
assistance in getting 
their kayak and gear 
to the lake from the 
parking lot due to its 
level of difficulty.

A 4-weight to 6-weight fly rod with floating line and a 9-foot 
leader is ample for casting at the shallow banks and around the 
fishing pier. Sinking line on a spare spool or even a second setup 
with sinking line is great for reaching larger bass in the deeper 
depths of Loughridge Lake. A simple assortment of Clousers, 
crawfish patterns, small poppers or hopper flies will do. Small 
yellow BoogleBugs and Llanolope flies are effective for panfish.
 
Please contact Outings Director Chris Patnode via email at 
chrispatnode@benekeith.com or 817-819-5519 if you are 
interested attending the outing.

Kayak/Pontoon Boat Drawing 
Set for Sept. 12

First prize is a 2019 model Jackson Kayaks Mayfly in “Wicked” colors

Your odds of winning one of three fine watercraft in FWFF’s annual 
raffle are pretty good right now. We have sold fewer coupons than 
in previous years and you now have triple the chance to win. See 
the flyer below for a full description of the items.
 
More importantly, we need your support. The Covid-19 pandemic 
has prevented our meetings, where we sell most of our coupons. 
(It’s hard to do on a Zoom call.) This year, we are offering three 
coupons for $50. While you need not be present for the Sept. 12 
drawing, you can also support the club by ordering one coupon 
for $20 or six for $100.
 
We will make it easy for you to order. You can buy a ticket from any 
FWFF director or even on our website. To buy online (members 
only!), sign in to the FWFF website at fortworthflyfishers.org and 
click on the Calendar. Then click on the Raffle link on Sept. 12 
and then the “Register Now” button. It’s just like renewing your 
membership online or paying for another club event, and it’s 
always safe and secure.

If you prefer a personal touch, try this: text me at 817-528-1157 
to order one, three, six or more. Include your name and phone 
number. That’s all you need do at this time. I will let you know 
your assigned numbers and before the drawing we can collect 
your check or cash. (Texts only. No calls, please.)

If you trust snail mail, send your check (soon) to me at: 6512 
Talbot Trail, Colleyville TX 76034-8802
 
I have been the kayak guru in past years, but fear our financial 
support for the club is hurting right now. We offer so much to the 
fly fishing aficionado. Please step up to the plate and let us know 
you are there for us. Fair enough?
 
Tight lines to all.

Bill Hodges
FWFF Past President

mailto:chrispatnode%40benekeith.com?subject=
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The Classic Accessories 9-foot pontoon 
 features 6 mesh, and 6 zippered pockets, 
 this boat has room for all your gear.  
With oars and a padded swivel seat, this  
boat includes everything you need to get  
out to the lake in comfort. 
• Supports up to 400 lbs. (person and gear)  
• Suitable for Class 1 river use  
• 108 in. Long x 57 in. Wide x 28.5 in. High (to top of seat)  
• Motor mount for trolling  
 

FORT WORTH FLY FISHERS  
KAYAK/PONTOON RAFFLE 2020   

*3 Chances to Win  
CONTACT BILL HODGES FOR TICKETS: bcolhodges@aol.com 

The 2019 MayFly is a fly fishing oriented sit-on-top, loaded with features to make kayak 
fly fishing more fun and user friendly. The MayFly has a versatile hull optimized for 
tracking, stability, and speed in popular fly fishing conditions and destinations, including 
tropical flats, slow-moving rivers, lakes and ponds. Recognizing the unique challenges 
faced by fly fisherman, particularly fly line management, the MayFly includes a myriad of 
design aspects to address the needs of fly fisherman creating the ultimate kayak fly 

fishing platform. Snag-free footrests and features, protected fly box storage, unique fly rod storage 
options, rod butt props for dealing with tangles, integrated and protected fly patches, and more cater to 
the high-performance features expert fly fisherman need while being versatile and stable enough to bring 
new anglers to the sport.  
 

 
 

                                                                                     
       
 
                                                                                           
                                                                                      
                           
      
 
 2nd PRIZE 
 JACKSON  “Cruise 12” 2019        
 Color: Lime 
                                                                      When your angling lifestyle takes  
                                                                      you everywhere from ponds to  
                                                                      saltwater lagoons, the Jackson Kayak  
                                                                      Cruise 12 Sit-On-Top Kayak is your 
                                                                      ticket to seared salmon at your next   
 meal. The twelve foot length provides enough speed for large lakes and rivers,  
without  sacrificing maneuverability and simple storage solutions when the fishing  
season ends. The wide hull is user friendly, offering the stability to reach for rods  
or tackle, handle small  rapids, or even stand up. Hull storage provides room for  
warmer clothing and a lunch, while the day hatch is an easy-to-reach home for  
your phone or keys. If you're feeling ambitious, two flush mount rod holders can  
be used for trolling, and an in included rod mount can be attached at your  
convenience. With breathable mesh fabric and improved lumbar support on the  
Ergo seat, you can get after it all day, and there's no need to worry about space 
for your catch—bungee straps across the tank well offer a secure spot for your  
cooler full of fish, eager for the fry.  

1 TICKET    $   20 
3 TICKETS  $   50  
6 TICKETS  $ 100 

Drawing WILL occur on Sept. 12, 2020 parking lot of Wild Acre Brewing Company Ft. Worth, TX at 5 pm 
Attendance not required to WIN 

http://jacksonkayak.com                                                                  www.fortworthflyfishers.org 

1ST PRIZE 
JACKSON  “MAYFLY” 2019 
Color: Wicked 

- NEW Elite Seating System                                     
- Snag free wide open standing area 
- Snag free one-piece foot brace system with line anchor to   
       secure fly line while paddling 
- Large stern well designed for JKooler or Orion 25 Cooler 
- Snag free bungee flip down fly box holders lined with foam 
- Storage for fly gear like nippers, forceps and tippet 
- Bow hatch storage bin for fly vests, hip packs, or others   
       items for  easy access when wade fishing 
- Hi-Lo, trimmable seating 
- Aluminum accessory tracks 
- Raymarine transducer scupper 
- Standing pad 
- Specialized fly rod storage with molded in reel pockets 
- Rod butt props to help with line tangles 
 
 
 
 
 

3RD  PRIZE 
CLASSIC ACCESSORIES 
9’ Inflatable Pontoon      
 Color: Blue 
 



Fort Worth Fly Fishers Newsletter             September 2020    Pg. 5

Chris Patnode enjoys an early morning on the Nolan River.

On Saturday Aug. 15 I met with six other hardcore FWFF anglers 
who were intent upon braving the heat and catching fish on the 
Nolan River down on FM 933 where Rock Creek meets the Nolan. 
This limestone stream, the Nolan, feeds into the Brazos River at 
the head of Lake Whitney. 

FWFF member Will Bowersox with a little Nolan River bass

Come late February to mid-March, the Nolan is widely known for 
its sand/white bass spawning run, and some seasons the crowds 
make it feel like there are more anglers than fish. After the frenzy 
of spawning season, however, fewer fisherman come to try their 
luck in the late spring or summer. Yet this is the time when serious 
anglers pursuing carp and smallmouth buffalo will return to try to 
entice these spookish fish. Also found in these warmer times are a 
few holdover sandies, as well as other species such as largemouth 
bass and freshwater drum.

It was nice and early, 6:45 a.m., when we -- trip host Chris Patnode, 
Tommy Hicks, Carlos Crespo, Emily Craig, David Hooper, myself 
and brand new member Will Bowersox – arrived. Most of us stayed 
close to Rock Creek, though a few anglers ventured upstream to 
a pool that early in the morning boiled with spotted gar that were 
feeding. Concentrated there too were a few largemouth as well as 
other species of smaller sunfish. Emily and I fished downstream a 
bit, targeting bass and gar. I was using some Micro Gamechangers 
I picked up at Orvis Fort Worth, and they performed well. In 
no time I picked up a 2½-pound largemouth as well as a two-
foot-long gar I reached with a sight cast. The fish struck, quickly 
jumped and followed up with a few short twists and turns. These 
narrow, ancient fish can be very exciting to catch, though few try 
to fish for them.

 

A nice largemouth bass from the Nolan River

Later in the morning back upstream, Will, Emily and I met up 
with other anglers from the club and we got into a bunch of small 
sunfish. Will hooked into a few more sunfish and bass using some 
techniques I taught him. Fishing up to noon, we all agreed that we 
had a great time. It was now time to beat the heat and call it a day.

by Les Jackson
FWFF Member

An August Trip to the Nolan River 
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2020 OUTINGS CALENDAR
DATE LOCATION SPECIES HOST
Sept. 19 Loughridge Lake - Fort Worth Crappie, bass, panfish

Sept. 28-Oct. 1 Fisheads of the San Juan River in New 
Mexico

Trout

Oct. 16-18 Oktoberfisch -  Edgewater Resort 
Complex on the Pedernales River

Bass and perch Fredericksburg Fly Fishers

Nov. 20-22 Lower Illinois River near Gore, Okla. Trout, bass, catfish, carp
Oklahoma

Trout, bass, catfish, carp

EVENTS AROUND TEXAS AND THE NATION
For many more events and detailed information, visit the Events page at Fly Fishers International 

and the Facebook page of the FFI Texas Council.

CLUB ACTIVITIES

Well, the first two of a series of our online auctions are over, and 
I might add that they were a huge success. For those of you who 
didn’t get the “memo”, FWF4 has had to resort to a more innovative 
format to help raise funds for our club and its commitments to 
our community. We appreciate ALL who submitted their bids, 
sorry all couldn’t win!

But all is not lost! Stay tuned to our newsletter and social media 
outlets for exciting news in the near future.

Until then, Fort Worth Fly Fishers would like to extend its 
gratitude to the following guides and donors for contributing to 
our first virtual auctions:

• Action Angler: www.actionangler.net, 830-708-FISH

• Up Stream on the Fly: Greg Welander, guide; www.
upstreamonthefly.com  512-348-8359

• Houston Fly Fishing: Danny Scarborough, guide; www.

houstonflyfishing.com 832-257-9578

• Donavan Clary, www.oklahomaflyfishing.net 405-558-1874

• Fly Fish Rockport: Capt. Jeff Johnson, guide;  www.
flyfishrockport.com

• Levi Hutchinson, guide; L16films@yahoo.com 254- 485-1781

• Russell Husted, guide; FWFF member and supporter

• Les Jackson, guide, FWFF member and supporter

• Pirate’s Cove Condominiums, Port O’Conner, Paul Bonner, 
940-642-2568

• Cecil J. Hash, bamboo rod builder; ceciljacksonhash@gmail.
com

Please, if you plan a fishing trip, need a place to stay or need a 
quality custom fly rod, call these donors. They supported us. Let’s 
support them.

FORT WORTH FLY FISHERS – FUNDRAISING

https://flyfishersinternational.org/Events/Events-Overview
https://www.facebook.com/TexasCouncilFFI/
http://www.actionangler.net
http://www.upstreamonthefly.com
http://www.upstreamonthefly.com
http://www.houstonflyfishing.com
http://www.houstonflyfishing.com
http://www.oklahomaflyfishing.net
http://www.flyfishrockport.com
http://www.flyfishrockport.com
http://L16films@yahoo.com
mailto:ceciljacksonhash%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ceciljacksonhash%40gmail.com?subject=
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A Special Offer for FWFF 
Members

In conjunction with the November club outing to Blue Doors 
at Tenkiller Lake in Gore, Okla., on Nov. 20-22 Fort Worth Fly 
Fishers member and fishing guide Donavan Clary is offering a 
25-percent discount to all FWFF club members who book a full-
day guided trip with him in Oklahoma.  Many of you may know 
Donovan as a club speaker, club member and generous auction 
donor.  

He has blocked off Nov. 13-23 in anticipation of the club trip to 
the Illinois River in Oklahoma. November is an excellent month 
for smallmouth bass on the upper Illinois River above Tenkiller 
Lake. The ultimate full-day trip is trout fishing the early morning 
and then floating the upper river for smallmouth bass in the 
afternoon.  

Donavan can be reached at 405-558-1974 for more information 
and open dates. The dates around the FWFF trip will fill up fast 
so act quickly. You can learn more about him at https://www.
oklahomaflyfishing.net/.

Former FWFF President 
Jon Wallace dies

The fly fishing community extends its deepest sympathies to the 
family of Jon Wallace, past president, of Fort Worth Fly Fishers.  
We wish his wife, Amy, his daughter Jordan Simon and her 
husband Andre peace during the difficult days ahead.

Jon Michael Wallace 
was born July 28, 1964, 
in Longview to Jim and 
Jean (Andrus) Wallace. 
Jon spent a good deal 
of his childhood on 
Lake Cherokee in the 
company of his dad and 
brothers and developed 
a deep love for the 
outdoors, a fondness 
that stayed with him 
and which he wanted to 
share with others.

He attended Longview 
High School where he participated in the marching band 
(trombone), baseball, and Singsations. After high school, he 
attended Stephen F. Austin University before transferring to Baylor 
University, where he earned a degree in Public Administration in 
1987. He married his college sweetheart, Amy Lasater, on Aug. 
16, 1986. Their daughter, Jordan Wallace Simon, was born June 
3, 1993. 

Jon loved to talk, meet new people and never met a stranger. 
He had a knack for finding a connection with almost everyone 
he met, which made him a truly great salesman. He spent most 
of his working years in sporting goods, both in retail and as a 
manufacturer’s rep, with a short stint in the oilfield industry.

 
Whatever the activity or event, when Jon got involved, he went 
all in.  He was an avid fly fisherman, an enthusiastic softball 
announcer, a fan of blues and live music, and a seeker of great 
food. (He was constantly in search of the best BBQ in the world!)  
A loyal friend, Jon placed importance on relationships and 
maintaining them; he was a fan of Facebook as it aided him in 
staying connected with all his friends. Jon was passionate about 
his political beliefs and would share his conservative views with 
anyone who would listen.
 
A proud father, Jon could be found cheering in the stands at every 
game possible. He loved watching his baby girl play ball and was 
her biggest fan; he never missed an opportunity to tell others how 
proud he was of his daughter. Family was important to Jon, and 
he and Amy used their passion for the outdoors to build family 
memories and bonds.  They loved spending time together fishing, 
camping, kayaking, hiking, hunting, and enjoying their land in 
Arkansas.

Jon was preceded in death by his parents, Jim and Jean; and his 
brother, Jimmy.
 
He is survived by his wife, Amy; his daughter, Jordan Simon and 
husband, Andre; his brothers, Jerry, and Scott and wife, Marcy; 
nephews and nieces Jason Wallace, Jody Wallace and wife, Ashley, 
Heather Wallace, Joshua Wallace, Jacob Wallace, Jonas Lasater, 
Alex Lasater, and Sophie Lasater.

Memorials:  In lieu of flowers, Jon’s family suggests donations to 
one of these organizations that promotes love of the outdoors for 
children: the Texas Youth Hunting Program (tyhp.org) or The 
Mayfly Project (themayflyproject.com).

Covid-19
COVID 19 Preventative Practices will be in force at Oktoberfisch.  
Hand sanitizer, gloves (where appropriate), and if mandated, 
social distancing and mask requirements will be followed.   Our 
newsletters will keep you up to date on event status changes

https://www.oklahomaflyfishing.net/
https://www.oklahomaflyfishing.net/
http://tyhp.org
http://themayflyproject.com
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There used to be a saying 
“support your local sheriff” 
and now we urge people 
during times of Covid-19 to 
order out food, buy fishing 
tackle, plant victory gardens 
-- all suggestions to support 
our local businesses. Due to 
the summer heat, folks have 
pulled back on their efforts 
and interest in fishing or they 
choose to go out early and 
finish around lunch, and to be 
honest I fit that description. 
It’s easier to pull up You Tube 
videos of guys and gals in 
funny pants fishing in faraway 

mountain destinations while I sip on something cool in the 
comfort of home. But that just doesn’t satisfy our needs. We miss 
the tug.

I propose that you think local and use Google Earth on your 
computer or smartphone. Plan a quick, early-morning, social-
distance trip to a local pond or, as I prefer, a creek.

Recently I went back to my local haunts to catch sunfish of all 
descriptions and satisfy that “tug.” But as well I wanted to target my 
old foe, the largemouth bass. The largemouth, known by his Latin 
name as Micropterus salmoides, was described by earlier settlers 
as “green trout,” hence the salmoides part of the name. They can 
be overly aggressive or downright finicky depending upon the 

mood, and I have found 
times on the creek that even a 
well-placed chartreuse/white 
Clouser minnow won’t draw 
a sniff. This year I decided to 
try something different at the 
urging of my friend and Orvis 
Fort Worth Fishing Manager 
Stephen Woodcock: the 
Micro Gamechanger fly. This 
fly has been around in the 
larger snack size for several 
years, but nothing this small. 
It’s a diminutive 2-2½ inches 
long and swims wormlike, 
pitching left and right, its 
undulations and herky-jerky 
movement screaming “Eat 
Me!,” and most sunfish of 
all species can’t refuse the 
invitation.

On Rush Creek, a south Arlington gravel-filled stream with very 
clear pools and runs I fish frequently, I typically land  three or four 
bass and five times as many sunfish of other species. A month 
ago, I used the Micro Gamechanger  and learned that the tan 
version brought much interest and more bass than usual. After 
breaking off my only one in a bass’s face, I was forced to go with 
my only other Gamechanger, a white one. Doubting the white’s 
lackluster appearance, I tossed the fly in a good promising hole 

lined with vegetation and 
ambush points. One vicious 
strike produced another 
bass, then green sunfish and 
even longear sunfish (AKA 
Pumpkinseed) terrorized 
the little white fly. This 
unexpected action convinced 
me white is the ticket. You 
can always use a marker to 
personalize your fly to feel 
more to your liking with a 
black back or lateral line. 
These flies can be found at 
Orvis for $7 each. 
 
With phone calls and 
multiple texts I reported to 

Stephen and anyone else who would listen that we had found 
the grail of “schoolie” bass flies. I disavowed tried and true flies 
such as Clousers and Briminators and their promise of easy days 
with 30-plus fish brought to hand. The Micro CG had created 
an opportunity at fewer but larger fish, including more bass and 
bigger greens.

Flash forward to early Aug. 16. The creek’s algae bloom has 
swelled, leaving fewer unobstructed spots to target fish, but the 
fish are out in the open and hungry. The first hole brought forth an 
aggressive green and longear. Following this I targeted bass using 
the tan CG, and was met with bass refusals but good sunfish takes. 
I was using Brett Delk’s 7’ 6” Orvis Superfine 3-weight glass rod 
and really enjoyed its ease of casting and accuracy, especially with 
a bulky GC. After an hour I saw I was still a ways from my goal 
-- the pipe hole. I had little time before my wife Kay and I needed 
to meet friends at 9 a.m., so I moved into high gear and changed 
to the white GC.

 
Once reaching the hole 
I made several tosses, 
picking up a good 
green and an aggressive 
longear in spawning 
colors. While playing 
the longear a  flash 
announced another 

presence – a decent bass chasing the longear. I threw in his 
direction, strip, strip, strike! The twelve-inch bass hit hard and 
tried to drag my line into the rock-filled wire gabions supporting 
a drainage pipe. Luckily the Orvis Superfine has some extra 
backbone and I pulled the bass away from trouble.

By the time I was done I knew white was the ticket with this fly. I 
fish a lot of ultralight rods, especially glass, but don’t forget to use 
some heavy tippet, since bigger bass are liable to break off lighter 
tippet. If you want to know more about glass offerings, Orvis 
carries a good selection ranging from this 3-weight ultralight to 
4-weight and 5-weights, which put the “party” back in the happy 
dance you’ll do when you score on local water. 

by Les Jackson
FWFF Member

An Early Sunday Morning Trip to a Nearby Destination

Rush Creek in south Arlington 
in August

A scrappy green sunfish on the same fly

A small largemouth bass on a 
Micro Gamechanger
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THANK YOU, Donors to the 2019                                   
Fort Worth Fly Fishers Fundraising Festival 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS, PLEASE SUPPORT THE MANY CONTRIBUTORS AND 
SPONSORS LISTED BELOW. IF YOU NEED HELP LOCATING ANYONE ON THE 

LIST, PLEASE CONTACT KEVIN MARLOW OR RICK HANESS. 
 
 

Merchants 
Action Anglers, 830-708-3474, 
www.actionanglers.com 
 
Angler Sports Group, Cristine Howard, 585-757-9958, 
www.anglersportsgroup.com 
 
Backwoods, Tim Martin and Stephen Woodcock, 817-
332-2423 
 
Big Y Fly Company, Hood River, OR, 866-660-5758, 
www.bigyflyco.com 
 
BreamBugs, 800-513-7041, www.breambugs.com 
 
Cattlemen's Steak House, 817-624-3945, 
CattlemansSteakhouse.com 
 
Charlies Fly Box, Charlie Craven, 303-403-8886, 
www.charliesflyboxinc.com 
 
Climate Ski and Sports, 817-570-7151, 
www.cdskisports.com 
 
Del Frisco's Double Eagle Steakhouse, 812 Main 
Street, Fort Worth, 817-877-3999, 
www.delfroscos.com 
 
Daiichi Hooks 
 
Dr. Slick, www.drslick.com  
 
Fatties on the Fly, 817-776-7550, 
info@fattiesonthefly.com, www.fattiesonthefly.com 
 
“Fishy” Fullum 
 

“Fly Geek”, Matt Bennett; Austin, TX, 
www.flygeek.com 
 
Fly Shack, Gloverville, NY; info@flyshack.com 
 
Gruene Outfitters, 830-625-4440, 
info@grueneoutfitters.com 
 
Kayak Instructions, 972-412-7691 
 
Little Caesars Pizza, DFW, Eric Sorensen 
 
Loon Outdoors, Ashland, OR; 
service@loonoutdoors.com 
 
Montana Fly Company, www.montanafly.com 
 
Mageyes, Inc., Kerrville, TX, 800-210-6662, 
www.mageyes.com 
 
Mark Kolanowski, Photography 
 
Mellow’s Johnny’s, 817-821-4780, 
www.fortworth.mellowjohnnys.com 
 
Murphy’s Fly Shop 
 
North Face, Ft. Worth,  
 
Orvis Southlake, 817-251-0262, 
www.orvis.com/southlake 
 
Press Café, Ft. Worth 817-570-6002, 
www.presscafeftworth.com 
 
Red Carpet Car Wash, 5829 Camp Bowie Blvd., 817-
732-8651 
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Reddington 
 
St. Peters Fly Shop; Ft. Collins, CO; www.stpeters.com 
 
Sportsman Finest, Greg Welander, 512-263-1888, 
www.sportsmanfinest.com 
 
Tailwaters – Dallas, www.tailwatersflyfishing.com 
 
The Fly Shop, Terry Jepsen, Redding, CA; 
terry@theflyshop.com 
 
Wingo Outdoors, 339-707-3017, 
www.wingooutdoors.com 
 

Lodging 
Broken Bow Nature Cabins, 903-366-3134 
Ashley Hammons; www.brokenbownaturecabins.com  
 
Brace Lake Outfitters;807-329-1116, 
bracelakeoutfitters@bell.net 
 
Breakfast on the Brazos, Bryce and Micki Bezant (Lake 
Granbury) 817-360-6672  
 
Eagle Nest Fly Shack, Tim Urtiaga, 505-485-8328,  
www.eaglenestflyshack.com 
 
Buffalo River in Gilbert, Ark., Mike Nelson; 
cootpole1@verizon.net 817-488-1164  
 
Condos on Port O’Conner, Paul Bonner, 940-642-2568; 
psbonner@yahoo.com 
 
Teton Valley Lodge, 208-354-2386, 
www.TetonValleyLodge.com 
 

 
Guides 
Capt. Billy Trimble, billytrimble@cableone.com 
 
Conejos River Anglers, 719-376-5660, Bill Blankenship, 
www.conejosriveranglers.com 
 

Danny Scarborough, 832-257-9578, 
Houstonflyfishing@gmail.com  
 
High Country Anglers, Doc Thompson, Ute Park, N.M.; 
doct@flyfishnewmexico.com; 
www.flyfishnewmexico.com 
 
Dos Amigos Anglers, 575-377-6226, 
info@dosamigosanglers.net 
 
FlyFish Arizona, 480-217-5089, 
cinda@flyfisharizona.com 
 
Frank Huneycutt, 214-796-7473 
frankhuneycutt@att.net  
 
Grand Teton Fly Fishing, Scott Smith,307-690-4347; 
www.grandtetonflyfishing.com 
 
Hogs on the Fly, Larry, 870-321-2792, 
larry@hogsonthefly.com 
 
Indigo Guide Service, 231-898-4320, 
www.indigoguideservice.com 
 
Fly Fish Rockport, Capt. Jeff 
Johnson,jeff@flyfishrockport.com; 
www.flyfishrockport.com 
 
Jack Johnson, “Alaska, Bemidji, MN; 
fishjack@paulbunyan.net 
 
John Sappington, Branson, Mo; 
www.johnsappington.com 
 
Jerry Hamon; revtcf@gmail.com 
 
Sasquatch Fly Fishing, Joe Croteau, 303-601-8617; 
www.sasquatchflyfishing.com 
 
Johnny "On the fly” Martinez, Lake Athens; 
johnny2448@gmail.com 972-697-7096  
 
Johnny Walker Lake Fork Guided Trip, 817-480-0340,  
jwred@att.net 
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Les Jackson Local Trip 817 253-0943,  
keebranch@sbcglobal.net  
 
San Juan Fly Fishers, Mark Nesbit, 505-634-0582, 
mark@skyblueflyfishing.com 
 
Capt. Mason Matejcek, Port O'Connor 830-857-0405; 
masonmatejcek@yahoo.com;    
www.captainmasonm.com 
 
River Hills Outfitters, Greg Hill; 
www.riverhilloutfitters.com 
 
River Run Outfitters, Branson, Mo., 417-322-0460; 
rvrrunoutf@aol.com 
 
Russell Husted Brazos Trip, 972-567-4155, 
russellhusted@sbcglobal.net  
 
High Country Charters, Scott Taylor, Pagosa Springs, 
Colo.; 970-946-5229;  www.highcountrycharters.com 
 
Solitary Angler, Van Beacham, New Mexico; 866-502-
1700;  www.thesolitaryangler.com 
 
Ted Warren; tedwarren@peoplecom.net 
 
Wolf Creek Anglers, Southfork, Colo; Trish, 928-640-
1839; info@wolfcreekanglers.com 
 
ZIA Fly, Spencer Seim, Taos, N.M.; 575-779-3000, N.M.; 
spencer@ziafly.com 
 
Instructors 
Bob Garber, Casting, 817-863-8190, 
garberrobt@sbcglobal.net 
 
Jim Bass, Casting, 682-429-8418, jbass3223@att.net 
 

 
 
 
 

Tyers 
Barry Webster 
Dave Etgen 
Dutch Baughman 
Fred Du’Pre 
Greg Kohn 
Matt Bennett “Fly Geek”, Austin 
Mike Morphew, La Grange 
Bruce Sublett, Lufkin 
 
Trips 
FlyFish Arizona, 480-217-5089, 
cinda@flyfisharizona.com 
 
Buffalo River in Gilbert, Ark., Mike Nelson, 817-488-
1164; cootpole1@verizon.net  
 

Individuals 
Adam Tate  Anna Wadsworth 
Barry and Teresa Webster Bill Hodges 
Bill Sargaent  Cecil Hash 
Chad Koppenhafer  Chip May 
Dale Wilkinson  Donna & Steve 
   O’Toole 
Don and Glenda Sorensen Dutch Baughman 
Guy Groulx  Harold Hilley 
Ken Bowers  Norm Tremblay 
Jacob and Amanda Sherwood 
Joe Underwood  Jon Schreyach 
Kay Jackson  Ken Prehoditch 
Liz Davis   Chad Blakeman 
Phil Harris  Phillip Bressinck 
Rick Haness  Sharon Leissner 
Susan Fuquay 
 

Thanks 
Again, 

Donors! 
 



Fort Worth Fly Fishers Newsletter             September 2020    Pg. 12

Fly of the Month- “Kyle’s Adult Damselfly”
This pattern is one I have developed over the years, There have 
been many iterations that I have tried and rejected. This particular 
pattern has been successful for all types of fish in many different 
locations across the country.

I like fishing damselflies around this area because they can be 
fished most of the year. It is also my go-to fly when i take my 
grandkids fishing because there is usually plenty of action.

A couple of notes about the materials. The extended body is Adult 
Damselfly body, which is a Hareline product. I also use braided 
dacron line and a product called Gudebrod bass line. You want 
to use something that will accept dye or marker. Some of the 
newer backing lines are made with synthetic materials and will 
not accept dyes or inks.

I tie this pattern in many colors and try to match the colors of the 
damsels I observe flying around. Blue and red are the ones that 
usually match the ones flying around, but I tie them in chartreuse, 
black, olive, and tan. I also like to use a thread color to match the 
body, but black will work if you do not have the proper color of 
thread.

You need to Superglue the body to the hook after you tie it in. It is 
slick and will spin when the fish start hitting the fly.

Don’t use too much elk or deer hair. I find that too much material 
will make the fly top heavy and it will land on its nose rather than 
landing flat on the water.

Lastly, if there are damsels and dragonflies flying around, tie one 
on and have fun.

List of Materials

Hook: TMC 200 or equivalent Sizes 12-14
Thread: 6/0, 8/0 or 70 Denier waxed
Extended body: Adult damsel body or equivalent - Mine are 11/4 
to 1 1/2 inches in length
Underwing: Z-Lon or Darlin
Overwing: Elk or deer body hair stacked
Thorax: Superfine dubbing, color to match body
Hackle: Dry fly hackles color to match body or straight grizzley

Step 1: Attach thread behind eye of 
hook and wrap thread rearward to the 
middle of the shank. This will be your 
main tie-in point for all your materials.

Step 2. Attach body at mid-
shank with a few wraps of 
thread. Put a couple drops of 
Superglue on tie-in point, Let 
Superglue dry.

Step 3. Tie in underwing at 
same tie-in point as body, 
Your thread should end up 
at tie-in point after you lash 
underwing down.

Step 4. Tie in hair overwing. I prefer elk 
but deer certainly would work. I don’t 
worry too much about covering all the 
hair butts because I’m going to dub 
over the top of it.

Step 5. Attach feather by the butt at 
tie-in point. The inside of the feather 
should be facing down,

Step 6. Dub the thorax. I have included 
a picture of what your dubbing noodle 
should look like. You will notice it is 
not very thick. Most people use entirely 
too much dubbing when dubbing
anything
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Step 7. Wind hackle to the 
front of the fly.You can wrap 
the hackle as you wish, i.e., 
tight side-by-side wraps or 
spread out as i have done 
here. Tie the hackles off 
behind the hook eye and 
trim off excess.

Make a small head and whip 
finish to fly and cut your 
thread off.

Step 8. My hackle was just a bit too long so I trimmed it straight 
across the bottom. I preened the wings and put it in my fly box.

DONT FORGET TO PINCH YOUR BARBS DOWN!!!

Texas Reel Recovery Officers Say 
‘Thank You’ to FWFF Members

Dear Members of Fort Worth Fly Fishers,  
  
We are very thankful for your friendship and support of Reel 
Recovery.  Your club plays an important role in helping Reel 
Recovery continue to provide Free Fly Fishing retreats for men 
in Texas that are living with all forms of cancer.  Since our first 
Texas retreat in 2008, Texas Reel Recovery has hosted 480 men 
diagnosed with cancer at a total of 40 retreats across the state.  It 
is our purpose to serve every part of Texas and provide up to 84 
of these courageous men the opportunity to attend one of our six 
retreats each year.

As a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, all Reel Recovery retreats in 
Texas and nationwide were cancelled in 2020.  Unfortunately, our 
schedule for all 2021 retreats has been put on hold until further 
notice. The health and safety of our participants and volunteers is 
our number one priority.  We will continue to carefully monitor 
the pandemic through the CDC, state and local government 
guidelines.  We will continue to post updates regarding our 
Retreats on both our website, http://www.reelrecovery.org and 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ReelRecovery/.

We would greatly appreciate your help in keeping Reel Recovery 
visible to the Fly Fishing community and interested participants.  
I am attaching our latest updated poster in hopes that you will 
include it in your newsletter, social media or distribute as a flyer. 
Thank you for your continued support of Texas Reel Recovery 
and we hope for the best for everyone during this difficult and 
uncertain time.

Be Well! Fish On! Stay Safe!

Sincerely,
Mike Emerson/Texas State Coordinator
Phil Schneider/North Texas Retreat Co-Coordinator

Fly of the Month- “Kyle’s Adult 
Damselfly” -Contd.

http://www.reelrecovery.org
https://www.facebook.com/ReelRecovery/


http://www.reelrecovery.org


Casting for Recovery is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Photo: loriromneyphotography.com

802.362.9181
info@castingforrecovery.org

Giving. 
Learning.
Living.
Founded in 1996, Casting for Recovery provides 
free retreats for women with breast cancer with 
a focus on improving quality of life through the
therapeutic sport of fly fishing.

Supported entirely by donations and a team of over
1600 volunteers nationwide, CfR currently offers 
42 retreats across the country, serving nearly 
600 women each year. Your generous help makes 
it possible to enrich the lives of women with 
breast cancer.
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Fly Tying Groups Around Town
One of the best ways to improve and learn new tying skills as well as make new friends is to attend one of the tying events held in our 
area on a weekly basis. If you are a seasoned and experienced tyer, many of us would be glad to learn a new pattern or technique from 
you. If you are new to the whole mystifying ordeal of putting thread and feathers on a hook, do not be intimidated. Come and watch, 
enjoy a cold one, and catch up on recent fishing reports. NOTE: Check for Covid-19 updates regarding these events.

Fort Worth

Backwoods:
441 Carroll Street
Montgomery Plaza
Fort Worth, TX
817-332-2423
Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m.
Call ahead for details and information.
Backwoods fly tying nights are well attended with lots of 
knowledgeable tyers that are willing to help and share.

Orvis Fort Worth
4601 West Freeway, No. 310
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Second Tuesday of the month
682-703-7675
Stephen Woodcock, fly fishing manager of the Fort Worth 
Orvis store, leads a monthly fly-tying session that starts Feb. 
18 and after that continues on the second Tuesday of the 
month. Materials are provided, but bring your own vice, tools 
and thread.

Arlington

El Fenix Mexican Restaurant
4608 S Cooper St.
Arlington TX 76017
817-557-4309
Thursday nights: Dinner and drinks start at 5:15-5:30 p.m.
Tying starts at 6:30 p.m.
This event is usually headed by FWFF members who rotate 
in leading the class, which meets in a space in the rear of the 
restaurant. Mexican cuisine and cold drinks get the program 
rolling before tyers start making the fur, feathers and lies fly. If 
you don’t mind a bit of rabbit fur in your salsa or peacock herl 
in your PBR, come join us!

Grapevine

Bass Pro Shop: Fly Fishing Department
2501 Bass Pro Drive, Grapevine, TX 76051
Wednesday Night: 7:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 10:00 a.m.
  
Led by “The Roadkill Round Table”, this group has been tying 
for 35 years but welcomes new members.
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FWFF
P.O. Box 1133
Forth Worth, TX   76101
WWW.FORTWORTHFLYFISHERS.ORG

Our Purpose
“The purpose of our local club is to provide a forum for the meeting and 

exchange of ideas among members concerning the art of fly fishing.”
Federation of Fly Fishers, Southern Council 2002 and 2003 Club of the Year,

Texas Council 2014 Club of the Year 

Position   Name    Term

President    David Hooper   2020-2021
Vice-President   Bryce Bezant   2020-2021
Treasurer    Liz Davis    2020-2021
Secretary    Joy Summers   2019-2020
Membership   Donna O’Toole   2019-2020
Speakers    Glenn Guminski   2019-2020
Outings    Chris Patnode   2019-2020
Fly Tying    Carlos Crespo   2019-2020
Communications  Jim Fuquay   2020-2021
Conservation   Emily Craig   2020-2021
Education    Jacob Sherwood   2020-2021
Social Relations   Amanda Sherwood  2020-2021
Auctions/Raffles   Kevin Marlow   2019-2020
Legal     Mike Nelson   2020-2021
At-Large   Jim Bass    2020-2021 

FORT WORTH FLY FISHERS
Board of Directors

WWW.FORTWORTHFLYFISHERS.ORG



