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Message From the President
Fall fishing season is here and this month’s newsletter includes a host of activities and
events to provide members education and fishing opportunities. From our Oct. 6 meeting
featuring Brazos River guide Pat Vanek to Oktoberfisch on the banks of the Pedernales
River, it’s a great time get outdoors.
Some of you may be aware of the issues surround the permitting of the Mary’s Creek
Water Reclamation Facility under development by the city of Fort Worth. We are actively
engaged with a number of other stakeholders in supporting alternatives to planned effluent
discharges in Mary’s Creek, and I will be testifying on Oct. 5, 2020, at a public hearing held
by Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). To learn more about the Mary’s
Creek project and our support of the Tarrant Regional Water District alternative proposal,
visit the links just cited.
We still have opportunities available for club members interested in serving on our Board
of Directors. Board service is a great way to benefit the club by bringing your insights
and talents to guide the strategic direction of the club. I believe you will find club service
rewarding and a great way to meet other dedicated individuals dedicated to continuing our
club’s success. If you are interested in service or have questions about “how it works,” please
contact me at president@fortworthflyfishers.org for additional information.
Regards,
David Hooper, President

Cont. on Pg 2

November Outing
Read more on page 3.

Fly of the Month
Read more on page 11.
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Pat Vanek presents his guide
to the Brazos River at Oct. 6
meeting live or online
Pat Vanek will present “Fly Fishing
on the Brazos River” at the Oct. 6
Fort Worth Fly Fishers monthly
meeting. This month’s meeting will
be at Backwoods Fort Worth and
there will also be a simultaneous
webcast via Zoom. Either way, the
meeting begins at 7 p.m. Backwoods
is at 441 Carroll St. behind the
Montgomery Ward development.
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Upcoming Speaker
Month

Speaker

Presentation Title

October

Pat Vanek

Fly Fishing the Brazos
River

November

Ed Tamson,
Florida

Fly Fishing in the Florida
Everglades

Three winners in kayak
auction, plus FWFF as ticket
sales were strong

Pat will display some of the most effective flies he ties and uses
on the Brazos. Some of the key topics in the presentation will
include:
•
River access
•
tips and techniques to target bass
•
water and structure to fish and water to ignore
•
gear and fly patterns
and different stretches of the river Pat guides on.
•
Prizes and participants at the Sept. 12 raffle drawing at Wild Acre Brewing.

The Sept. 12 drawing in our 2020 kayak/pontoon boat raffle
produced three winning ticket holders as well as producing a big
win for Fort Worth Fly Fishers, as ticket sales topped expectations.
If your name was Chip, it really topped expectations. Here are the
lucky folks:
Jackson Mayfly Kayak – Chip May
Jackson Cruise 12, Chip Rice
Pontoon Boat, Darren Rape

NOTE: If you are interested in attending the meeting in person,
please send an email to Glenn Guminski at
sailmoore94@verizon.net.
Only 20 participants will be allowed in the store for the event,
first come, first served. Below is the link and a password to get
you into the meeting:
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83019615150?pwd=cEE
yRFNFWG81eHNlc2JlNWxPL0lEUT09
Passcode: 267530
It will just take a few minutes to load the software and enjoy the
meeting from your home.
Fall fishing is heating up and we look forward to you joining us
for the Oct. 6 meeting.

A huge Thank You! to the members and friends of Fort Worth
Fly Fishers for their generous participation in the 2020 Annual
Kayak Auction. Your purchase of raffle tickets in recent months
allowed us to expand the raffle to three watercraft, enabling
additional winners, and increasing everyone’s chances to win.
Those ticket sales produced a big net contribution to the club’s
bank account, providing an important source of funds in the
absence of our regular fundraising auction.
We would also like to thank the coordinators of this event for
their tenacious work in coordinating deliveries, collecting
monies, and distributing tickets:
Past President Bill Hodges
Past President Rick Haness
Board Member Kevin Marlow
Board Member Liz Davis
We couldn’t have done it without you.
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Oktoberfisch 2020
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weather. So this year we’re going a month later to resume our hunt
for the various species in the river, which range from trout to bass
to crappie to catfish and gar. November is an excellent month for
smallmouth bass on the Upper Illinois River above Tenkiller Lake.
We will again make the Blue Doors lodge our base, and local
guide Donavan Clary will lend his expertise. FWFF member Brett
Morehead is outing host. The Blue Doors, in Gore, Okla., offers
kayak rentals and very nice cabins. There are 10 cabins available
at $105 per person for two nights. First come, first served.

Oktoberfisch 2020 is October 16-18
If you have never been to an
OKTOBERFISCH EVENT
Click to Learn about OKTOBERFISCH

To register, contact Chris Patnode at 817-817-5519 or
chrispatnode@benekeith.com; or host Brett Morehead at
brett.j.morehead@gmail.com.
Special guide offer

We are excited that Oktoberfisch 2020 will be held in Fredericksburg
Texas. Our website has a full description including lodging
options and event schedule details.
Register Now

In conjunction with the outing, Donavan, who is also a FWFF
member, is offering special prices to club members who book a
full-day guided wade or float trip with him in Oklahoma. Many of
you may know Donovan as a club speaker and generous auction
donor.

Covid-19

He has blocked off Nov. 13-23 in anticipation of the club trip. The
prices are: $260 total for two people for a full-day wade trip, and
$360 total for two people for a full-day float trip.

COVID 19 Preventative Practices will be in force at Oktoberfisch.
Hand sanitizer, gloves (where appropriate), and if mandated,
social distancing and mask requirements will be followed. Our
newsletters will keep you up to date on event status changes.

Donavan can be reached at 405-558-1974 or donavanclary@gmail.
com for more information and open dates. The dates around the
FWFF trip will fill up fast so act quickly. You can learn more about
him at https://www.oklahomaflyfishing.net/.
Here are some other links that will help you with your plans.

FWFF returns to Tenkiller Lake
in November

Dinner time for FWFF participants at the 2019 Lower Illinois River outing.

On Nov. 20-22 the club returns to Oklahoma’s Tenkiller Lake
for our monthly outing. Last year’s trip in September was well
attended and lacked only better fishing, which ran into some hot

http://www.bluedoorsattenkiller.com/
https://www.wildlifedepartment.com/wildlife-managementareas/tenkiller
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How fly fishing became a pandemic favorite
the late Lee Wulff and interviews with his widow, Joan, and author
Peter Kaminski. You want watch the clip here.
This new popularity can be either worrisome or encouraging. Do
we really want fly fishing to become the new yoga? (I don’t know
about you, but I’m not ready to see myself standing in a stream
wearing yoga pants.) But enough with such worries. Of course it’s
encouraging! More people getting a taste of the joys of fly fishing
is a win, period. If a few more people need help or guidance in the
sport, that’s literally what this club is here for.
All these new folks may just find out what many of us have already
decided. As Sally Jenkins put it in her article: “You begin to think
the great fishing writer John Gierach is right. He once wrote, ‘It’s
not even clear if catching fish is actually the point.’ “

Even before the pandemic, fly fishing offered distancing and a safe
escape to the outdoors.
While you and I were wondering if we would ever get back to
our expected trips to favorite rivers and lakes to stretch our arms
and fly lines, a lot of Americans have been discovering the joys
of fly fishing for the first time. Judging by a number of published
reports, the outdoor appeal of fishing in general, with its easy
distancing, and the soothing rhythms of fly fishing in particular
have attracted new participants.
Here, we’ll take a look at how the sport is being represented to
the general public. These reports seem to allow non-subscribers
to read an article without registering.
Consider, for instance, this headline from the July 7 Washington
Post: “Casting about for a pandemic-friendly pastime? Eight
reasons to consider fly-fishing.” The president of Orvis told the
newspaper that the last time he saw this much new interest in fly
fishing was in 1992, when “A River Runs Through It” hit movie
theaters.
Just a few days earlier, Washington Post sports writer and Fort
Worth native Sally Jenkins had pondered the pleasures of a little
downtime spent with fishing. (Sally is the daughter of Cowtown’s
own sports writing legend, Dan Jenkins, who died last year.)
“You don’t really know how to fish, but for some reason you have
been doing it a lot during the pandemic,” she wrote in her July 3
piece. “Maybe it’s because there’s no contention in fishing. Because
you never catch anything, the only real fight is between you and
the gear, the struggle not to bury a hook in your own earlobe.
There is no noise in fishing, either. The anxious, care-ridden guy
who owns the local tackle shop tells you, ‘Fishing is the only time
I sleep anymore.’ That rings true, you find.”
The “CBS This Morning” program on Aug. 15 asked of fly fishing,
“Why is it so popular?” in an Aug. 5 spot, and took five minutes,
an eternity in TV time, answering it. The program includes film of

Here’s an extreme example of Gierach’s comment. Check out this
New York Times guest column from Aug. 5. This guy walks out
from his seventh-floor Manhattan apartment to let loose some
fly casts in the streets. Of street-casting in a pandemic, Jon Gluck
writes that “like many of us these days, I’m desperate to find
pockets of joy wherever I can. Some people bake bread; others do
jigsaw puzzles. I cast a fly rod on West 12th Street. For now, it’s not
a way for me to prepare for a trip — it is the trip.”
There are other examples. USA Today may have been among the
earliest to extol the rewards of fly fishing when it took the plunge
on April 7. The Houston Chronicle in March noted the escape
that outdoor activities like hunting and fishing provide from team
sports that were shut down early in the pandemic. Michigan,
Pennsylvania, Kentucky and other states have reported higher
sales of fishing and hunting licenses this year.
Jim Fuquay
FWFF Communications Director
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CLUB ACTIVITIES
DATE

2020 OUTINGS CALENDAR
LOCATION
SPECIES

Oct. 16-18

Oktoberfisch - Edgewater Resort
Complex on the Pedernales River

Bass and perch

Nov. 20-22

Lower Illinois River near Gore, Okla.

Trout, bass, catfish, carp

HOST
Fredericksburg Fly Fishers

Brett Morehead

EVENTS AROUND TEXAS AND THE NATION
For many more events and detailed information, visit the Events page at Fly Fishers International
and the Facebook page of the FFI Texas Council.

Exploring new water and new opportunities for tight lines
As a board of directors, we try to supply our members with the
best speakers, educational events and outings imaginable. That
is why Fort Worth Fly Fishers Outings Director Chris Patnode,
in an effort to broaden and improve club outings for 2021 and
beyond, is asking you to share new outing fishing destination
recommendations and/or general suggestions. Below is a possible
lineup for 2021 with several open dates.
FWFF outings in the past have taken place on the Paluxy River
in Glen Rose, Nolan River in Blum, Lower Mountain Fork
inside Beavers Bend State Park, and LLELA Nature Preserve in
Lewisville, to name a few. Candidates for new fishing locations,
whether technical or urban, are appreciated and can be emailed
directly to FWFF Outings Director at chrispatnode@benekeith.
com. Thank you.

Possible 2021 Outings Calendar
January 16 – Flyfish 101 on Brazos River at Texas 16 bridge near
Graford
February 19-21 – Lower Mountain Fork in Beavers Bend State
Park, Okla.
March 20 – Nolan River near Blum
April 16-18 – Bill Ward’s Ranch in Mexia (with permission)
May 15 – San Marcos River with Greg Welander of Upstream on
the Fly
June 18-20 – Texas Coast on the fly
July – South Fork, Colo.
August 21 –
September 18 –
October 15-17 – Oktoberfisch at Edgewater Resort Complex on
the Pedernales River
November 19-21 –
Please let us hear from you.
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The hunt for local fishing spots
is a cure for COVID cabin fever
Got COVID cabin fever? Here’s a cure: Use Apple Maps, Google
Earth or Google Maps to help locate fishing opportunities in your
area.
Experience has taught me that by using these resources, I can plan
out a successful fishing trip before even leaving my house. Lately,
due to COVID restrictions, many fly fishers yearn to get outside
and wet a line.
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communities that aren’t gated and have hungry eager fish. You can
find these the same way. Just make sure there is parking space and
access to fish from the bank at these ponds.
So download Google Earth, Apple Maps or Google Maps on your
phone, tablet or computer, or pull out the old-fashioned maps and
start exploring. Either way, you’ll ultimately still have to get out,
go driving and confirm that a candidate you’ve located actually
has the access and parking you’ll want. If it does, wade right in.
Tight Lines!
Less Jackson
FWFF Member

Before the advent of smart phones, when I wanted to fish without
driving long distances I simply found nearby creeks to fish. The
rich rewards I found were fewer people and eager, hungry fish I
could catch on my flies, all within walking distance of my house.

Volunteer Incentive Program
deadline extended to June 31, 2021

Then I expanded my search for local waters by using paper maps
and almanacs. That wasn’t enough, so in addition to exploring
maps, I drove around looking for creeks and crossings to find
places to fish. That approach still works well today, but now that
we’re surrounded by smart phones and GPS-enabled devices, let’s
explore another way how you can plan out a fishing outing within
15 minutes of your home.

The Volunteer Incentive Program (VIP) is now in its third year
of recognizing and rewarding members who give time and
experience to help others enjoy our great sport. Unfortunately,
there have not been a lot of opportunities to jump in and help in
2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic. That being the case, we are
extending the 2020 program to June 30, 2021. A new VIP session
starts July 1, 2021, and will run through 2022.
Here’s a quick reminder of how the program works:
• Encourages and rewards volunteerism on behalf of the club
and its programs
• Recognizes volunteers who work at club-sponsored events,
help on an outing or host an outing
• Tracks volunteer hours by an initialed square on a VIP card
• Awards a minimum of 12 hours for hosting an outing
Here are the 2020 prizes:
• First Place: 600 VIP Bucks for most volunteer hours
• Second Place: 500 VIP Bucks for second-most volunteer
hours
• Third Place: 300 VIP Bucks for third-most volunteer hours
• Three prizes of 150 VIP Bucks to qualifying members whose
names are drawn at random
• Only one prize per participant. Only the winners can redeem
their VIP Bucks for prizes

Apple’s Maps app on my iPhone works well for me. I can scroll
around looking for parks and crossings, preferably some place
with free parking. Here are some examples of screenshots from
my iPhone using Maps. In the left image above, the blue dot marks
my house in southwest Arlington. The blue line bordered by green
is Rush Creek. On Rush Creek is Jake Langston Park, with parking
and access to Rush Creek. On the right-hand image is a satellite
view of Rush Creek, this time a different stretch to the north. On
this one, it’s easier to get a sense of the size of the stream and what
the immediate access looks like.
If you’re not interested in trying to wet wade a gravel-bottomed
creek, there are impoundments – local ponds that are within

There are several things that members participating in VIP need
to do:
• Turn in cards as you earn hours or once a card is full (12
hours). Give cards to Bryce Bezant or place them in the VIP
bucket at meetings. Photos or scans of cards can also be
emailed to rbbezant@outlook.com or texted to 817-360-6672.
• All VIP cards MUST have the member’s name on the card to
get credit.
• Members are responsible for their own cards and getting
hours signed off.
• The club is not responsible for lost or stolen VIP cards
• Lost cards cannot be “re-created.”
To keep up with the club’s volunteer opportunities and events,
please visit the website at fortworthflyfishers.org. It is a great
program. Please participate!
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It’s all about the fishing!
This is where we feature recent activities by club members. To
submit photos, contact Communications Director Jim Fuquay at
jimfuquay@gmail.com.
FWFF members Frank Huneycutt and Harold Hilley ventured
to Missouri for some fishing in September. Below, Harold shows
off a Lake Taneycomo rainbow, while in the photo to the right,
Frank hoists a colorful rainbow trout on Lake Taneycomo near
Branson. At bottom right, Harold poses with a rainbow at Roaring
River State Park in Cassville. Nice going, guys!
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THANK YOU, Donors to the 2019
Fort Worth Fly Fishers Fundraising Festival
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS, PLEASE SUPPORT THE MANY CONTRIBUTORS AND
SPONSORS LISTED BELOW. IF YOU NEED HELP LOCATING ANYONE ON THE
LIST, PLEASE CONTACT KEVIN MARLOW OR RICK HANESS.

Merchants

Action Anglers, 830-708-3474,
www.actionanglers.com

“Fly Geek”, Matt Bennett; Austin, TX,
www.flygeek.com
Fly Shack, Gloverville, NY; info@flyshack.com

Angler Sports Group, Cristine Howard, 585-757-9958,
Gruene Outfitters, 830-625-4440,
www.anglersportsgroup.com
info@grueneoutfitters.com
Backwoods, Tim Martin and Stephen Woodcock, 817Kayak Instructions, 972-412-7691
332-2423
Big Y Fly Company, Hood River, OR, 866-660-5758,
www.bigyflyco.com
BreamBugs, 800-513-7041, www.breambugs.com
Cattlemen's Steak House, 817-624-3945,
CattlemansSteakhouse.com
Charlies Fly Box, Charlie Craven, 303-403-8886,
www.charliesflyboxinc.com
Climate Ski and Sports, 817-570-7151,
www.cdskisports.com
Del Frisco's Double Eagle Steakhouse, 812 Main
Street, Fort Worth, 817-877-3999,
www.delfroscos.com
Daiichi Hooks

Little Caesars Pizza, DFW, Eric Sorensen
Loon Outdoors, Ashland, OR;
service@loonoutdoors.com
Montana Fly Company, www.montanafly.com
Mageyes, Inc., Kerrville, TX, 800-210-6662,
www.mageyes.com
Mark Kolanowski, Photography
Mellow’s Johnny’s, 817-821-4780,
www.fortworth.mellowjohnnys.com
Murphy’s Fly Shop
North Face, Ft. Worth,

Dr. Slick, www.drslick.com

Orvis Southlake, 817-251-0262,
www.orvis.com/southlake

Fatties on the Fly, 817-776-7550,
info@fattiesonthefly.com, www.fattiesonthefly.com

Press Café, Ft. Worth 817-570-6002,
www.presscafeftworth.com

“Fishy” Fullum

Red Carpet Car Wash, 5829 Camp Bowie Blvd., 817-

Fort Worth Fly Fishers Newsletter

							

Reddington
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Danny Scarborough, 832-257-9578,
Houstonflyfishing@gmail.com

St. Peters Fly Shop; Ft. Collins, CO; www.stpeters.com High Country Anglers, Doc Thompson, Ute Park, N.M.;
doct@flyfishnewmexico.com;
Sportsman Finest, Greg Welander, 512-263-1888,
www.flyfishnewmexico.com
www.sportsmanfinest.com
Dos Amigos Anglers, 575-377-6226,
Tailwaters – Dallas, www.tailwatersflyfishing.com
info@dosamigosanglers.net
The Fly Shop, Terry Jepsen, Redding, CA;
terry@theflyshop.com

FlyFish Arizona, 480-217-5089,
cinda@flyfisharizona.com

Wingo Outdoors, 339-707-3017,
www.wingooutdoors.com

Frank Huneycutt, 214-796-7473
frankhuneycutt@att.net

Lodging

Grand Teton Fly Fishing, Scott Smith,307-690-4347;
www.grandtetonflyfishing.com

Broken Bow Nature Cabins, 903-366-3134
Ashley Hammons; www.brokenbownaturecabins.com
Brace Lake Outfitters;807-329-1116,
bracelakeoutfitters@bell.net

Hogs on the Fly, Larry, 870-321-2792,
larry@hogsonthefly.com

Indigo Guide Service, 231-898-4320,
Breakfast on the Brazos, Bryce and Micki Bezant (Lake www.indigoguideservice.com
Granbury) 817-360-6672
Fly Fish Rockport, Capt. Jeff
Eagle Nest Fly Shack, Tim Urtiaga, 505-485-8328,
Johnson,jeff@flyfishrockport.com;
www.eaglenestflyshack.com
www.flyfishrockport.com
Buffalo River in Gilbert, Ark., Mike Nelson;
cootpole1@verizon.net 817-488-1164

Jack Johnson, “Alaska, Bemidji, MN;
fishjack@paulbunyan.net

Condos on Port O’Conner, Paul Bonner, 940-642-2568; John Sappington, Branson, Mo;
psbonner@yahoo.com
www.johnsappington.com
Teton Valley Lodge, 208-354-2386,
www.TetonValleyLodge.com

Guides

Capt. Billy Trimble, billytrimble@cableone.com

Jerry Hamon; revtcf@gmail.com
Sasquatch Fly Fishing, Joe Croteau, 303-601-8617;
www.sasquatchflyfishing.com
Johnny "On the fly” Martinez, Lake Athens;
johnny2448@gmail.com 972-697-7096

Conejos River Anglers, 719-376-5660, Bill Blankenship,
Johnny Walker Lake Fork Guided Trip, 817-480-0340,
www.conejosriveranglers.com
jwred@att.net
2
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Les Jackson Local Trip 817 253-0943,
keebranch@sbcglobal.net
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Tyers

Barry Webster
Dave Etgen
Dutch Baughman
San Juan Fly Fishers, Mark Nesbit, 505-634-0582,
Fred Du’Pre
mark@skyblueflyfishing.com
Greg Kohn
Matt Bennett “Fly Geek”, Austin
Capt. Mason Matejcek, Port O'Connor 830-857-0405; Mike Morphew, La Grange
masonmatejcek@yahoo.com;
Bruce Sublett, Lufkin
www.captainmasonm.com
River Hills Outfitters, Greg Hill;
www.riverhilloutfitters.com
River Run Outfitters, Branson, Mo., 417-322-0460;
rvrrunoutf@aol.com
Russell Husted Brazos Trip, 972-567-4155,
russellhusted@sbcglobal.net

Trips

FlyFish Arizona, 480-217-5089,
cinda@flyfisharizona.com
Buffalo River in Gilbert, Ark., Mike Nelson, 817-4881164; cootpole1@verizon.net

Individuals

Adam Tate
Anna Wadsworth
High Country Charters, Scott Taylor, Pagosa Springs, Barry and Teresa Webster Bill Hodges
Cecil Hash
Colo.; 970-946-5229; www.highcountrycharters.com Bill Sargaent
Chad Koppenhafer
Chip May
Donna & Steve
Solitary Angler, Van Beacham, New Mexico; 866-502- Dale Wilkinson
O’Toole
1700; www.thesolitaryangler.com
Don and Glenda Sorensen Dutch Baughman
Guy Groulx
Harold Hilley
Ted Warren; tedwarren@peoplecom.net
Ken Bowers
Norm Tremblay
Jacob
and
Amanda
Sherwood
Wolf Creek Anglers, Southfork, Colo; Trish, 928-640Joe Underwood
Jon Schreyach
1839; info@wolfcreekanglers.com
Kay Jackson
Ken Prehoditch
Liz
Davis
Chad
Blakeman
ZIA Fly, Spencer Seim, Taos, N.M.; 575-779-3000, N.M.;
Phil Harris
Phillip Bressinck
spencer@ziafly.com
Rick Haness
Sharon Leissner
Susan Fuquay

Instructors

Bob Garber, Casting, 817-863-8190,
garberrobt@sbcglobal.net

Thanks
Again,
Donors!

Jim Bass, Casting, 682-429-8418, jbass3223@att.net

3
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Fly of the Month- “Vanek’s Song Dog”
TOctober’s Fly of the Month comes from Pat Vanek, our guest
speaker for the month and a guide on the Brazos River. Here, he
describes the background of the fly.
The Song Dog is a streamer I developed to be smaller, less flashy,
and more neutral in color for a more subtle presentation when
the water is clear and the bite is tough. The name of the fly was
derived from the coyote fur that is used for the tail, song dog
being one of the many names given to our native coyotes.
The overall neutral tans and browns of the fly, with sparse flash
that is somewhat covered by the tail, gives a less intrusive, more
natural appearance. This can be key in low, clear water. Although
I developed the fly for the Brazos River, it works equally well in
the clear Hill Country creeks and rivers. I’ve done particularly
well on the South Llano with it.

the Lite-Brite in at the middle of the bunch, fold the remaining
fibers rearward, and tie them down. Trim the Lite-Brite so that
from hook eye to the tips measures 3½ inches. This will be the
finished length of the fly. (Hint - When starting thread on slick,
black nickel finish hooks, a slight drop of thin Zap-A-Gap helps
lock the thread to the shank and prevents the materials from
spinning.)
Step 2: Cut a bunch of coyote hair from the skin, roughly the
diameter of a pencil. Hold the hair mid-length and remove about
half the underfur, leaving some underfur for bulk). Place the hair
on the hook shank so the ends match the ends of the Lite-Brite
and cut a square end. Then tie the hair with two or three loose
wraps. Work the hair around the shank to envelope the Lite-Brite
and tie the hair down tightly. Brush the coyote hair and Lite-Brite
together. A drop of cement helps secure the slick coyote hair.

It fishes best on a clear-tip intermediate or type III sink tip with
a short four- to five-foot leader. It casts easily on rods as light as
a five-weight, but the smaller size 4 hook can be cast on a fouror three-weight. A size 2 hook is about as large as it can be tied
unless you find some particularly long coyote fur, and then a size
1 is possible. Don’t let the smaller size of the fly fool you. It has
taken bass up to 5 pounds, and many in the 2 to 3 pound range.
The Song Dog is slow sinking/suspending pattern, and has
somewhat of a “walk the dog” action when tied with a loop knot
and fished with crisp, short, erratic strips. Since it sinks so slowly,
and fishes mainly down one or two feet, most strikes are visual.
Tie some up and give them a swim! Tight lines.
Materials:
Hook: Gamakatsu B10 S Stinger size 2 (can also tie in size 4)
Eyes: Fish Skull Living Eyes 6-mm, earth color
Thread: 140 denier Ultra Thread, cream color
Inner Flash: Spirit River Lite-Brite, Black Hills Gold color
Tail: - Coyote tail or body hair (hair should be at least 3½ inches
long)
Body: Senyo’s Laser Dub, tan and shrimp pink colors; for
markings, use a goldenrod Prismacolor on the back and a Mocha
Dark Prismacolor or brown Sharpie for the stripes
Step 1: Start thread on the hook slightly behind the hook eye and
build a small thread base to ½-inch behind the hook eye. Select a
sparse bunch of Lite-Brite and hand stack to align the fibers. Tie

Step 3: Select a bunch of shrimp pink Senyo’s Laser Dub and hand
stack to align the fibers. Tie mid-point of the dub on the bottom of
the shank immediately in front of the coyote hair. Repeat with tan
Laser Dub at the same point on top of the hook shank, forming
an “X” as shown above. The Laser Dub should form an “X” with
the lower half being shrimp pink and the upper half being tan.
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Fly of the Month- “Vanek’s Song Dog” -Contd.
Step 4: Brush the shrimp pink and tan laser dub rearward and
pinch / taper the ends off with your fingernails, sweeping back
over the coyote fur. Then advance the thread about 1/8-inch and
repeat step 3, except using tan dub for both the top and bottom
and just sweeping the fibers gently back with your fingers. Repeat
this step two more times, kind of like stacking up deer hair. The
last stack of dub should end right behind the hook eye. Whip
finish and cut your thread.

Step 6: Using sharp scissors (long blades recommended) slowly
trim the dubbing down to form a head as pictured. Take a little off
at a time, brush the fibers out, assess the progress and trim again,
rather than trimming it all in one swift cut.

Step 7: Color the top of the body with the goldenrod marker.
Using the brown or Dark Mocha market, make a dark nose patch
and four or five stripes on each side. Glue the eyes evenly on each
side. I use clear Gorilla Glue, but E6000 or gel Zap-A-Gap also
works well. Once this sets, a layer of thin UV glue can be added
on top of the eyes, extending slightly into the dubbing for added
durability. Add cement to the thread head. Done!

Step 5: At this point you will have an unruly mess. Use a comb
or old tooth brush to brush the dub out, removing any loose
fibers. Brush the fibers so those tied on top of the hook shank are
pointing up, and those tied in on the bottom are pointing down.

Giving.
Learning.
Living.
Founded in 1996, Casting for Recovery provides
free retreats for women with breast cancer with
a focus on improving quality of life through the
therapeutic sport of ﬂy ﬁshing.
Supported entirely by donations and a team of over
1600 volunteers nationwide, CfR currently offers
42 retreats across the country, serving nearly
600 women each year. Your generous help makes
it possible to enrich the lives of women with
breast cancer.

802.362.9181
info@castingforrecovery.org
Casting for Recovery is a 501(c)(3) non-proﬁt organization.
Photo: loriromneyphotography.com
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Fly Tying Groups Around Town
One of the best ways to improve and learn new tying skills as well as make new friends is to attend one of the tying events held in our
area on a weekly basis. If you are a seasoned and experienced tyer, many of us would be glad to learn a new pattern or technique from
you. If you are new to the whole mystifying ordeal of putting thread and feathers on a hook, do not be intimidated. Come and watch,
enjoy a cold one, and catch up on recent fishing reports.

Fort Worth

Arlington

Backwoods:

El Fenix Mexican Restaurant

441 Carroll Street

4608 S Cooper St.

Montgomery Plaza

Arlington TX 76017

Fort Worth, TX

817-557-4309

817-332-2423

Thursday nights: Dinner and drinks start at 5:15-5:30 p.m.

Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m.

Tying starts at 6:30 p.m.

Call ahead for details and information.

This event is usually headed by FWFF members who rotate
in leading the class, which meets in a space in the rear of the
restaurant. Mexican cuisine and cold drinks get the program
rolling before tyers start making the fur, feathers and lies fly. If
you don’t mind a bit of rabbit fur in your salsa or peacock herl
in your PBR, come join us!

Backwoods fly tying nights are well attended with lots of
knowledgeable tyers that are willing to help and share.

Orvis Fort Worth
4601 West Freeway, No. 310
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Second Tuesday of the month
682-703-7675
Stephen Woodcock, fly fishing manager of the Fort Worth
Orvis store, leads a monthly fly-tying session that starts Feb.
18 and after that continues on the second Tuesday of the
month. Materials are provided, but bring your own vice, tools
and thread.

Grapevine
Bass Pro Shop: Fly Fishing Department
2501 Bass Pro Drive, Grapevine, TX 76051
Wednesday Night: 7:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 10:00 a.m.
		
Led by “The Roadkill Round Table”, this group has been tying
for 35 years but welcomes new members.

Fort Worth Fly Fishers Newsletter

							

October 2020 Pg. 16

FORT WORTH FLY FISHERS
Board of Directors
Position			Name				Term

President 			
David Hooper 		
2020-2021
Vice-President 		
Bryce Bezant 		
2020-2021
Treasurer 			Liz Davis 			2020-2021
Secretary 			
Joy Summers 		
2019-2020
Membership 		
Donna O’Toole 		
2019-2020
Speakers 			
Glenn Guminski 		
2019-2020
Outings 			
Chris Patnode 		
2019-2020
Fly Tying 			
Carlos Crespo 		
2019-2020
Communications
Jim Fuquay 		
2020-2021
Conservation 		
Emily Craig 		
2020-2021
Education 			
Jacob Sherwood 		
2020-2021
Social Relations 		
Amanda Sherwood
2020-2021
Auctions/Raffles 		
Kevin Marlow 		
2019-2020
Legal 				Mike Nelson 		2020-2021
At-Large			Jim Bass 			2020-2021

Our Purpose

FWFF
P.O. Box 1133
Forth Worth, TX 76101
WWW.FORTWORTHFLYFISHERS.ORG

“The purpose of our local club is to provide a forum for the meeting and
exchange of ideas among members concerning the art of fly fishing.”
Federation of Fly Fishers, Southern Council 2002 and 2003 Club of the Year,
Texas Council 2014 Club of the Year

