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Hello fellow Fly Fishers,  

It is voting time! Not only for the mid-term elections, but also for Fort Worth Fly Fishers 
Annual Meeting at 7 p.m. Nov. 6 (after the polls close).  We will take the first 15 minutes 
of the normal club meeting to cast votes on the new slate of officers and on Amendment 
2. You should have received an email notice announcing the Annual Meeting, details on 
the proposed Amendment and the slate of Directors and Officers. The Annual Meeting 
is stipulated in our Constitution and By-Laws and occurs every year in November. Please 
make an effort to attend this meeting.  As always, the Board of Directors is open for any 
suggestions you might have as to what you want from your club. 

You really don’t want to miss this! The club’s Christmas Party is set for Dec. 4 at 7 p.m. at 
the Fort Worth Botanic Garden in the Rosebud Room. Spencer Seim of ZIA Fly out of 
Taos, N.M., will be provide a very entertaining program!  Spencer is the main contributor 
to a book, The Feather Thief, by Kirk Wallace Johnson and will talk on that topic. I 
believe it will provide a few chuckles, gasps of amazement and an overall good time.

The fortworthflyfishers.org website is up and running. Please check it out.  You may 
also pay your 2019 dues online under the Members Only section (Click on the Member 
Login button in the upper right-hand corner.) It is easy and quick! If you haven’t signed 
in lately, use the email address that you provided when you renewed your membership 
and you will receive a password automatically.

Things to consider in November: Fly Fishing 101 is on Nov. 3 at Martin House Brewery 
on the banks of the Trinity River. If you want to work on your casting and stream skills, 
this is the time for you to get some good coaching. We are also headed up to Broken Bow 

Message From the President

Cont. on Pg 2
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President’s Message- Contd.
Okla., on Nov. 16-18.  It is a very pretty time of year to be in 
Beavers Bend State Park and, unlike the Texas’ rivers, the Lower 
Mountain Fork is having normal flows.  Please see the article in 
this newsletter for details on both of these events. 

Finally, the club’s financials for the third quarter were provided 
at the October meeting.  If you were not there or simply did 
not pick up the report, it is available in this month’s newsletter. 
The financials are also on the website under the Members Only 
section.  Harold Hilley, our treasurer, prepared these documents 
and provided the two pie charts shown in this newsletter that 
will give you a visual on how the club’s money is received and 
spent.

See you at the meeting. 

Fish on!

Bryce Bezant
President

November Speaker
Steve Bailey, Fort Myers, Fla.

Retired saltwater guide, summertime trout fisherman and 
longtime Fort Myers, Fla., resident Steve Bailey brings his 
wide experience as our November speaker. Steve has worked 
with some of the sport’s best-known figures, including the late 
Lefty Kreh and Walkers Cay Chronicles host Flip Pallot. His 
presentation is titled. “Fishing Southwest Florida”. 

“We will cover the target species with the proper casting and 
presentation techniques along with how to best play the fish for 

a quick release for better survival. I present the few fly patterns I 
use (which are mostly standard patterns slightly modified) and 
why they were selected for a specific condition. And, it is not 
all about the fishing as the bird life and other things observed 
make for a complete day out on the water with a fly rod and a 
camera.”

Steve grew up in Fort Myers, on the Florida Gulf Coast, and 
has lived there for all but the six years he spent in the U.S. Air 
Force, when he was stationed in Duluth, Minn., Klamath Falls, 
Ore., and Colorado Springs. “Growing up hunting, fishing and 
camping, the Air Force years allowed me to experience new 
outdoor opportunities,” he says. “The fly fishing/fly tying seed 
had been planted with a gift of A. J. McClane’s Standard Fishing 
Encyclopedia. The fly plate photographs in that book were what 
received my attention the most. All the trout patterns were tied 
by Harry and Elsie Darbee and the steelhead patterns by E. H. 
“Polly” Rosborough. While living in Oregon I feel fortunate to 
have met Polly and watch him tie many of his patterns.”

He learned to cast and tie flies while in Duluth. “Not knowing 
anyone, the casting took much longer to figure out than the 
tying,” he says, as he relied on Poul Jorgensen’s Dressing Flies 
for Fresh and Salt Water. “Of all the books I now own on fishing 
and tying (and my wife will confirm there are many), I believe 
this book is still the best on learning to tie.”

After returning to Florida in 1981, he kept his feet in saltwater. 
“I was very lucky to meet Lefty Kreh in February 1982. I thought 
I had learned by myself to cast well enough until the first time 
I watched him casting. It looked so easy and smooth,” Steve 
says. “I knew I needed to relearn everything from him, which 
I did as best I could, and our friendship lasted to his passing. 
Through Lefty, I met Flip Pallot and was lucky enough to fish 
with him a few times. In 2003, I fished with Flip during the 
filming of two episodes of “Walkers Cay Chronicles,” featuring 
this area of Southwest Florida.

Steve guided saltwater fly fishing for 23 years, retiring in 2015. 
“But, I always spent some time in the summer out west after 
trout, and since retiring I try to spend two or three months 
camping and fishing Montana, Wyoming and Idaho,” he says. 

Oh, and about that interesting fish he’s holding in the photo. It’s 
called a tripletail – unless you’re in Mississippi, he says, where 
it’s called blackfish, while Texans can think of them as really big 
bluegills. “This is a smaller one, around 17 inches,” he says, but 
he has landed a 20-pounder. He will discuss them in his talk. 
Suffice it to say tripletails are usually in at least eight feet of 
water and require an uncommon fly presentation.
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January 2019 Speaker
Doc Thompson, Taos, N.M.

Doc Thompson is an Orvis Endorsed Guide in northern New 
Mexico. He started High Country Anglers in 1995 thinking 
he could make a living as a fly fishing guide in New Mexico. 
Thousands of guide trips later, Doc is still alive and guiding.  
He is known for his patience, knowledge, professionalism and 
working with people of all skill levels from novices to sharing 
new tricks with “old dogs”. 

As Doc says; “All guides love to fish, but I also love to guide.”  
Doc is also an Orvis Fly Tier-Designer.  He was honored as the 
2006 Orvis Guide of the Year and has been a finalist for Guide 
of the Year in 2012, 2014 and 2017.  In the winter months, he 
hosts saltwater and trout trips to various destinations. Doc 
presents educational programs on fly fishing New Mexico, fly 
selection, entomology and fly tying to many fly fishing clubs 
and fly shops throughout the country. 

Fishies and Brewskis
  A Different Fly Fish 101

Please mark your calendars for Saturday, Nov. 3, for an 
upcoming free event. Fly Fish 101 will happen from 9 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at the Trinity River behind the Martin House 
Brewery at 220 South Sylvania Ave., No. 209, in Fort Worth. 
Our host is member Vince Turley.

Participants will not need to bring rods or flies, but will need a 
valid Texas fishing license if planning to fish. On hand will be 
volunteer casting instructors to demonstrate the basics as well 
as some “fishing instructors” who will teach how to mend line 
in moving current, adjust flies for the best depth to catch fish, 
and share the best ways they know how to catch warm water 
fish in area waters.

Following the event, you are invited to enjoy some fine craft 
beers at Martin House. Food trucks are on location as well for 
some good lunch grub. For location, see the map below, or click 
here for Google Maps directions.

We will meet in the Martin House parking lot. For more 
information, or to volunteer to help beginners, contact Les 
Jackson at keebranch@sbcglobal.net or 817-253-0943.

Bring a friend!

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Martin+House+Brewing+Company/@32.763647,-97.3119274,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x864e7127c2a3e573:0xc48dcb54f09a22b6!8m2!3d32.763647!4d-97.3097334
mailto:keebranch%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
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November Outing
Beavers Bend State Park, Okla.
On Nov. 16-18 we return to a favorite: Beavers Bend State Park 
and the Lower Mountain Fork River north of Broken Bow, Okla. 
The cost for two nights is in the range of $60 to $75 per person, 
depending on the number of folks who sign up. The club is 
paying for guides to take two groups of 5 or 6. One will be in 
the morning and one in the afternoon. This is a great chance 
to learn the water and where to fish and how. A representative 
from Beavers Bend Fly Shop will also stop by Friday night to 
have a Q&A session. 

We will be staying at Broken Bow Nature Cabins. See the driving 
directions from Fort Worth and a map of the cabin locations 
below. Greg Kohn is hosting.  His phone is 817-602-3696; email 
is gregkohn87@yahoo.com.  

This is a Blue Ribbon fishery for rainbow and brown trout.  It’s 
a four-hour drive out Interstate 30 to US 259 and then north to 
Broken Bow. Email Roshan Ali at RAli@sidrich.com to get your 
space or see Roshan at the November Meeting.  These cabins 
are available Friday and Saturday nights.

This is a scenic, wooded location in the hills.  There are many 
areas to fish, so you won’t be crowded.  Rushing stream, large 
flat water, pools and the main river offer a nice variety of 
challenges. This is a great way to learn the area and catch some 
trout.  It is a year-round fishery, so you can easily return on 
your own. A 5-weight rod with floating line and a nine-foot 4x 
leader is a good, all-around choice.  If a hatch is going on, it will 
be most likely be Blue Wing Olives (BWO).  Dry flies, spinners 
or parachutes would be in order.  Otherwise, be ready to drown 
some nymphs.  Waders are a good idea this time of year.

An Oklahoma license is required. They can be purchased on 
line, at the Walmart in Broken Bow or at the Beavers Bend park 
office.  NOTE: If you are age 65 or older and you have a valid 
Texas license, no Oklahoma license is required.

We will probably go out to eat on Friday night. Some guys cook 
steaks on the grill that night as well. Saturday night we will do 
a pot-luck with the club supplying the meat/main dish.  Please 
bring your favorite side dish.  There will be plenty to eat. Cabins 
have a kitchenette so you can plan for breakfast in the cabins 
and take a sack lunch to the river.

Directions to Broken Bow Nature Cabins: The two cabins are 
just off US 259 on Old Hochatown Road 2.3 miles north of 
the main entrance (US 259A) to Beavers Bend State Park and 
about a mile north of the Dam Road entrance into the park 
(also labeled 259A). Don’t turn on either 259A road. Continue 
north on US 259 to Old Hochatown Road. The cabins have a 
lock box and require a code, which we will provide. 

We will probably go out to eat on Friday night. Some guys cook 
steaks on the grill that night as well. Saturday night we will do 
a pot-luck with the club supplying the meat/main dish. Please 
bring your favorite side dish. There will be plenty to eat. Cabins 
have a kitchenette so you can plan for breakfast in the cabins 
and take a sack lunch to the river.

Please let us know ASAP to ensure you have a place. Contact 
Bryce Bezant (817-360-6672 or rbbezant@outlook.com) or 

mailto:gregkohn87%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:RAli%40sidrich.com?subject=
mailto:rbbezant%40outlook.com?subject=
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It’s all about the fishing!
This is where we highlight photos and stories sent in by FWFF 
members from recent trips. See what your fellow members are 
up to, and if you have photos to share send them to Jim Fuquay, 
newsletter editor, at jimfuquay@gmail.com

FWFF member Adam Tate caught this Coho “Silver” Salmon 
fresh from the ocean running up the Squamish River during an 
October trip to British Columbia.

FWFF member Magell Candelaria traveled to North Carolina 
in October to reel in this rainbow at the Thunderstruck camp 
on the Nantahala River.

A wiggly rainbow pulled from the Rio Grande near Pilar, south 
of Taos, N.M., gives FWFF member Jim Fuquay a smooch for 
releasing him.

FWFF member Anna 
Wadsworth was 
busy in October. 
She caught her first 
redfish on a fly rod 
near Port Mansfield 
on the Texas coast. 
She was also on 
the White River 
in Arkansas, 
where she landed 
a personal-best 
brown trout of 23 
inches at night 
using a streamer. 
She fished with guide Steve Daily 
of Daily’s Ozark Fly Fisher.

mailto:jimfuquay%40gmail.com?subject=


2018 FWFF Christmas Party 
Register Now! 

	
7	p.m.	to	9	p.m.,	Tuesday,	Dec.	4	
Botanic	Garden	Redbud	Room	
3220	Botanic	Garden	Blvd.	

Members	and	their	guests:	$10/person	
Nonmembers:	$20/person	
Food:	heavy	Hors-d'œuvres	

Fort	Worth,	TX	76107	
			
In	2011,	New	Mexico	fly	fishing	guide	Spencer	Seim	and	his	client,	Kirk	Wallace	Johnson,	were	
in	the	middle	of	a	river	when	Seim	recounted	the	story	of	the	theft	of	feathers	up	to	150	years	
old	from	an	English	museum	two	years	earlier.	Johnson	was	enthralled,	and	embarked	on	
researching	and	writing	The	Feather	Thief,	an	account	of	how	a	young	American	musician	and	
fly-tyer,	Edwin	Rist,	entered	the	British	Museum	of	Natural	History’s	Tring	Museum,	home	to	
one	of	the	largest	ornithological	collections	in	the	world,	and	grabbed	hundreds	of	bird	skins	—	
some	collected	by	a	 contemporary	of	
Darwin’s	—	and	escaped	 into	the	darkness.	
	
Come hear	Spencer	
tell	his	involvement	in	
how	the	experience	
culminated	in	the	2018	
publication	of	Johnson’s	
book.	Spencer	will	
discuss	his	role	in	
helping	Johnson	
research	information	for	
the	book.	As	if	that’s	not	
exciting	enough,	
Hollywood	is	on	board,	
with	filmmakers	Joel	
and	Ethan	Cohen	writing	

and	producing	a	movie	
based	on	The	Feather	
Thief.	When	
production	begins	next	
year	in	New	Mexico,	
Spencer	will	serve	as	
technical	advisor	for	
fly	fishing	and	tying	
scenes.	Just	last	
month,	he	flew	to	Los	
Angeles	to	meet	with	
Johnson	and	the	
Cohen	brothers	to	
discuss	the	script	and	
casting.	

		
Spencer	himself	is	an	accomplished	salmon	fly	tyer	–	that’s	how	he	knew	of	the	theft,	and	that	
Rist	was	selling	rare	feathers	on	eBay	and	at	fly-tying	shows.	At	the	party,	Spencer	will	speak	on	
vintage	fly	designs	and	the	benefits	of	using	sustainable	materials	in	tying.	And,	he’ll	spend	the	
last	part	of	his	presentation	discussing	fly	fishing	in	Northern	New	Mexico	and	Southern	
Colorado.	This	is	going	to	be	a	unique	program!	
	
You	can	register	now	by	going	to	Fort	Worth	Fly	Fishers,	signing	in,	and	clicking	on	the	Calendar	
on	the	member	page.	Then	click	on	December’s	Christmas	Party	to	register.	It’s	easy!	

www.fortworthflyfishers.org
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Time to Renew Your FWFF
Membership

Fort Worth Fly Fishing membership run for a calendar year, 
so November marks the beginning of our renewal season. The 
club’s new, improved website is the easiest way for you to renew. 
Here, we present a step-by-step process for renewing online 
using a credit card. It’s especially convenient because all your 
membership information is entered by yourself and is updated 
throughout the club’s membership database. You can still renew 
the old way, by writing a check at the monthly membership 
meeting or mailing a check to FWFF, P.O. Box 1133, Fort 
Worth, TX 76101.

How to renew online:
1. Go to the website at www.fortworthflyfishers.org, and click 
on Member Login.

 
2. Log in with the email address you used when you last 
renewed. If you haven’t logged in to the new website, click 
“Request Password.” Your email address will receive a randomly 
generated password, which you can later change.

3. Click on “My Account” button on the Membership Welcome! 
page.
 

4. First, this is a good time to update your personal information, 
such as address and contact number listed under the “About” 
tab. You can also add as much or as little as you wish under 
the “Profile” tab. Now click on the “Renew, Upgrade or Update 
Billing” button. 

 

5. Click on the type of membership you want: Family, Single 
or Student. The Yearly Fee will be automatically displayed to 
match your selection. Then fill in your name, home address and 
credit card data. Click the “Save & Continue” button.

 

That’s it! You’re good for another year of membership in Fort 
Worth Fly Fishers.

http://www.fortworthflyfishers.org
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FWFF Financial Update
 
Fort Worth Fly Fishers is committed to keeping members informed about their club’s finances. Here is a snapshot of the club’s past 12 
months’ finances, from Sept. 30, 2017 to Sept. 30, 2018. 

We will continue to update club finances regularly, both in the monthly newsletter and online in the Members Only section of the 
FWFF web site. NOTE: These figures are net of annual membership dues and club payments to Fly Fishing International.



Fort Worth Fly Fishers Newsletter             November 2018     Pg. 8

Volunteer Opportunities This Fall
 
There are a lot of volunteer opportunities for FWFF club 
members coming up this Fall. By volunteering, your hours 
count towards the club’s Volunteer Incentive Program (VIP) 
and the opportunity to redeem VIP Bucks for new fly fishing 
gear from Orvis and Temple Fork Outfitters. It’s not too late 
to participate in the VIP program. Here are some ways to earn 
VIP Bucks:
 
• Fly Fish 101:  Nov. 3, Lake Lewisville Environmental 

Learning Center. Contact Vince Turley at vturley1@att.net
• Conservation event:  Events are being planned now. 

Contact David Hooper at hoopertx@sbcglobal.net
• Outings: We are looking for a host for the November outing 

to Broken Bow. Contact Roshan Ali at rali@sidrich.com
• Christmas Party Committee: We’re well into planning the 

Christmas Party for December 4. We need volunteers to 
help plan and set up/clean up the party at the Fort Worth 
Botanic Garden. Contact Kay Jackson at 817-658-3004.

• Auction Committee: We need a committee for the 2019 
auction. Contact Rick Haness at rohdevelopment@aol.com

Two Area Patriot Anglers Benefits 
Set for November 

There are two significant area events in November benefitting 
Patriot Anglers, the program for wounded armed services 
veterans. The first, sponsored by Heroes Among Us of Texas, 
is Nov. 3 in Addison from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Cavanaugh 
Flight Museum. Patriot Anglers teaches veterans the art of 
fly fishing., typically sponsoring three-day trips with 8 to 10 
veterans per trip, as well as one-day local events and week-
long events in Colorado and New Mexico. Since its inception, 
Patriot Anglers has supported over 530 veterans. The flyer for 
that event is below.

Then, on Nov. 17 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., the Southlake Orvis 
shop will host a raffle and a fly tying contest with prizes that 
include a Renzetti vise. Store fishing manager Brett Delk says 
the raffle will either feature an autographed Roughned Odor 
jersey or autographed Joey Gallo bat. All raffle proceeds go to 
Patriot Anglers.

The fly-tying contest has four categories – dry fly, nymph, 
streamer and terrestrial. Contestants can submit one entry in 
each category. Entries must be submitted before 5 p.m. Nov. 14, 
and contestants must be present to win. There will also be fly-
tying demos and guest speakers. Beer and snacks will be served. 
There are also door prizes. A flyer for that event is also below.

Please consider supporting these worthwhile events.

SOUTHLAKE SHOOTOUT RAFFLE

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO BENEFIT PATRIOT 
ANGLERS

Getting Veterans on the water fly fishing and helping 
them heal

ENTER TO WIN A AUTOGRAPED ROUGHNED 
ODOR JERSEY AND AUTOGRAPED JOEY GALLO 

BAT

$10 PER TICKET – PURCHASE 10 GET ONE FREE

mailto:vturley1%40att.net?subject=
mailto:hoopertx%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:rali%40sidrich.com?subject=
mailto:rohdevelopment%40aol.com?subject=
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Merchants
Action Anglers

Angler Sports Group, Christine Howard

Avoca Roasters

Backwoods, Tim Martin and Stephen Woodcock

Big Y Fly Company

Blue Ribbon Flies, www.blue-ribbon-flies.com

Cafe Acapulco

Cattlemen’s Steak House 

Charlies Fly Box, Charlie Craven

Del Frisco’s Double Eagle Steakhouse, 812 Main St., 

     Fort Worth, TX 76102 

Daiichi Hooks

Daylight Company, Ed Ras, www.daylightcompany.com 

Dr. Slick, www.drslick.com 

“Fishy” Fullum

Fly Maven, Lise Lozelle

Gruene Outfitters

Jeff Currier

Little Caesars Pizza

Montana Fly Company, montanafly.com

Mageyes, Inc.

Mark Kolanowski , Photography

Orvis -- Southlake 

Park Hill Portraits, Erin Potter-Seigler

Patriot Anglers

Red Carpet Car Wash

REI - Fort Worth/Dallas, Renee Shipley

RIO, De Ann Harris

Shine Express Carwash

Sportsman Finest, Greg Welander

Tailwaters Fly Fishing – Dallas, www.tailwatersflyfishing.com

The Market – Fort Worth

United RV Center, www.unitedrv.com

Whole Earth Provision Company

Lodging
Broken Bow Nature Cabins

     Ashley Hammons -www.brokenbownaturecabins.com 

Bill Fuller Double F River Ranch Sundancer on the 

     Brazos, doublefriverranch.com/Sundancer-on-the-brazos

Bryce and Micki Bezant, Bed and Breakfast on the Brazos

      (Lake Granbury) 817-360-6672 

Eagle Nest Fly Shack, Tim Urtiaga – eaglenestflyshack.com

El Pescador, Christine Spiro – www.elpescador.com

EPIC Angling and Adventures, www.epicanglingadventures.com

Mike Nelson - Buffalo River in Gilbert, Arkansas, 

      cootpole1@verizon.net 

Teton Valley Lodge, TetonValleyLodge.com

Guides
Capt. Billy Trimble, billytrimble@cableone.com

Danny Scarborough  Houstonflyfishing@gmail.com 

      832-257-9578 houstonflyfishing.com 

Frank Huneycutt, Local Trip, Grand Prairie, TX 

     frankhuneycutt@att.net 

Indigo Guide Service,  indigoguideservice.com

Jeff Johnson - Fly Fish Rockport  jeff@flyfishrockport.com

      flyfishrockport.com 

Johnny “On the fly” Martinez, Lake Athens 

     Guided Trip johnny2448@gmail.com 972-697-7096 

Johnny Walker Lake Fork Guided Trip 

     jwred@att.net 817-480-0340 

Les Jackson Local Trip keebranch@sbcglobal.net 

Mason Matejcek Port O’Connor masonmatejcek@yahoo.com 

     830-857-0405 www.captainmasonm.com

Thank You, 2018 FWF4 – Fundraiser Festival Donors!
Here are the merchants, guide and travel services, artists, fly tyers, members and other contributors who gave so generously to help 

make our latest auction such a success. Please help support these sponsors and remember to thank the parties that pitched in. If 
you need help locating anyone on the list, contact Rick Haness, Anna Wadsworth or Adam Tate.
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River Hills Outfitters, Greg Hill – www.riverhillsoutfitters.com

River Run Outfitters

     Branson, MO 65616 417-322-0460 

Russell Husted Brazos Trip  

     russellhusted@sbcglobal.net 

Scott Taylor - High Country Charters, 

     Pagosa Springs - 970-946-5229 highcountrycharters.com 

Solitary Angler, Van Beacham – www.thesolitaryangler.com

ZIA Fly, Spencer Seim – www.ziafly.com

Instructors
Bob Garber

Diane Blair Casting Lessons, 

     diane_blair@sbcglobal.net 214-213-8832 

Tyers
Dave Etgen

Dutch Baughman

Fred Du’Pre

Greg Kohn

Matt “Fly Geek” Bennett

Mike Morphew

Trips
Fly Fish Arizona

Fly Fish Michigan

Miscellaneous/Tyers
Jess Hall’s Serendipity Spices 

     and Seasonings 

 – Will Cass and Crawford Rodgers 

     Fort Worth 

Individuals
Adam Tate 

Anna Wadsworth

Barry and Theresa Webster

Bill Hodges

Bill Sargaent 

Chip Day 

Donnie Roberts 

Harold Hilley 

Jan Bates 

Joe Estes 

John Healey 

Jon Schreyach  

Ken Prehoditch

Kirby J. Warren

Laura Walters 

Pat Blankenship

Rick Haness 

Sharon Leissner

Stephen Barclay

Susan Fuquay

Susan Underwood

Tommy Hicks

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS PLEASE SUPPORT THE MANY 

CONTRIBUTORS AND SPONSERS LISTED ABOVE, IF 

YOU NEED HELP LOCATING ANYONE ON THE LIST 

PLEASE CONTACT RICK HANESS, ANNA WADSWORTH 

OR ADAM TATE. 

2018 FWF4 – Fundraiser Festival Donors- Contd.
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I recently had a windfall accumulation of Swiss Straw in various 
colors, so I went looking for patterns to tie using the material. 
Hope you enjoy this pattern.

Materials
Hook:  Allen Fly Fishing streamer hook (S402) or equivalent 
size 6 -14 (tied on a size 10 in the demo)
Underbody: 140 or 210 denier white thread to form a taper, .030 
lead wire
Tail, antennae, legs: Turkey biots in color to match actuals
Dubbing: any dubbing to match the fly color (I used Peacock Ice 
Dub in Black)
Body: dubbing under wrap, Swiss Straw overwrap, color to 
match actuals

Step 1: Flatten the barb 
on the hook. Build an 
underbody of white 
thread, beginning one 
eye diameter behind the 
eye and ending two eye 
diameters in front of the 
beginning of the hook b 

 

Step 2:  Attach two small 
pieces of lead wire to either 
side of the underbody 
thread taper to enhance 
the underbody tapering 
shape. Wrap down the 
lead pieces to hold them 
in place. You may want to 
lightly coat the underbody 
with UV glue to hold 
everything in place. 

 

Step 3:  Whip finish the 
white thread so you can 
switch to a small diameter 
black thread (I’m using 
Veevus 14/0). Create a 
small thread bump right at 
the beginning of the hook 
bend.

 

Step 4: Attach a turkey 
biot to each side of the 
hook shank to form a tail. 
Should be about a hook 
shank in length. Note that 
I’ve used thread to attach 
the biot tags to the body 
for additional strength.

 
Step 5:  Select a piece of 
Swiss Straw about 6 inches 
long. Split the Swiss Straw 
along its length to create a 
piece an appropriate width, 
as shown. Attach the Swiss 
Straw at the tail tie-in point. 
Most of material should 
be pointing to the rear of 
the fly, with only enough 
forward to securely attach 
the Swiss Straw.

 
Step 6:  Make a small 
noodle of dubbing and 
wrap to create a ball right 
on top of the Swiss Straw 
tie-in point. You will use 
this dubbing ball to cause 
the legs (next step) to flair 
out from the body, so the 
ball should bulge out from 
the body.

 
Step 7: To make the rear 
legs, tie in a turkey biot to 
each side of the body in 
front of the dubbing ball, 
with the leg pointing to 
the rear, over the dubbing 
ball. Length of the legs will 
taper from front to back, 
so keep that in mind while 
attaching each successive 
pair of legs.

 

FLY OF THE MONTH

Fly of the Month:  Swiss Straw Stonefly
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Step 8: Pull the Swiss Straw 
forward, over the biot legs 
and tie in at a point for the 
next segment. Note that 
the Swiss Straw is tied in 
and then lashed down to 
the body so that it will be 
under the next segment.

  

Step 9: Repeat steps 6, 7 
and 8 to create additional 
body segments with legs. 
Repeat until enough body 
segments have been built 
to fill the shank of the 
hook, which was three on 
this size 10 hook. Leave 
about two eye diameters 
for the head segment.

Step 10:  Bring the Swiss 
Straw back toward the tail 
to create a final segment. 
(Don’t trim it yet!) Make 
a dubbing ball in front of 
the straw. Tie in a pair of 
biots behind the dubbing 
ball and pointing forward 
to create antennae. The 

ball will make the antennae splay out. Use a small amount of 
additional dubbing to cover the tie-in points for the antennae.

Step 11: Bring the Swiss Straw forward, over the front dubbing 
ball and antennae and lash the straw to the hook shank, right 
behind the eye. Work the thread between the antennae and then 
whip finish to complete the fly. I paint a coat of Sally Hansen 
Hard as Nails® over the back of the Swiss Straw to lock everything 
in place and add a little additional sheen to the fly.

 

Here’s a variation tied in another color (with permanent marker 
highlights).
 
 
 

Barry Webster
FWFF Tying Director

Fly of the Month:  Contd.



Reel Recovery is a national non-profit organization that conducts free fly-fishing retreats for men recovering
from all forms of cancer. Combining introductory fly-fishing instruction with directed “courageous
conversations”, the organization offers a unique experience for men coping with cancer, a time to share their
stories; learn a new skill, form friendships and gain renewed hope as they confront the challenges of their
recovery. Retreats are conducted over a two-and-a-half-day period at a comfortable facility with onsite or nearby
fishing access.

“This retreat was the most uplifting and rewarding experience of my life.” -- retreat participant

All meals, lodging and fly-fishing equipment are provided at no cost to the participants. Retreats are led by
professional facilitators, trained retreat coordinators and fly-fishing instructors. A maximum of 12-14 men are
invited to participate, to ensure the quality of the experience and to create a powerful, small-group dynamic.

In 2017 Texas held six retreats serving 70 courageous men living with cancer. We held 2 retreats each in Glen
Rose, Navasota and Waring. We hosted our 2nd retreat in partnership with Project Healing Waters to serve only
Veterans and Active Military men living with cancer.

2018 SCHEDULED TEXAS RETREATS:
Navasota, TX (Mar 16-18); Waring (April 6-8); Glen Rose (April 13-15) Waring (Sept. 21-23)

Veterans Only: Glen Rose, (Oct 12-14); Navasota (Nov. 2-4)

If you would like to be a Participant please apply on-line or contact us:
National: Toll Free 800-699-4490 info@reelrecovery.org www.reelrecovery.org

Texas: Mike Emerson 817-894-7832 mgemerson1944@gmail.com

http://www.reelrecovery.org


Casting for Recovery is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Photo: loriromneyphotography.com

802.362.9181
info@castingforrecovery.org

Giving. 
Learning.
Living.
Founded in 1996, Casting for Recovery provides 
free retreats for women with breast cancer with 
a focus on improving quality of life through the
therapeutic sport of fly fishing.

Supported entirely by donations and a team of over
1600 volunteers nationwide, CfR currently offers 
42 retreats across the country, serving nearly 
600 women each year. Your generous help makes 
it possible to enrich the lives of women with 
breast cancer.



Fort Worth Fly Fishers Newsletter             November 2018     Pg. 16

CLUB ACTIVITIES

NOVEMBER
November 3
Fly Fish 101 at Martin House Brewery, Fort Worth

November 6
Club meeting – Speaker Steve Bailey of Fort Myers, Fla.

November 16-18
Outing to Broken Bow, Okla.

DECEMBER
Dec. 4
Annual Holiday Party, Fort Worth Botanic Garden

JANUARY 2019
Jan. 8 
Club meeting (one week later than usual to avoid New Year’s 
Day) – Speaker Doc Thompson of Ute Park, N.M.

OUTINGS 2018

In 2018, our club plans to provide more organized fishing trips 
that members can take advantage of.  Once a quarter we will 
have an overnight trip that will also serve as an education session 
for new fishers. On these trips, the Club will pay for guides to 
explain the area and take the attending members to locations 
where they can actually catch fish. This was done at our Broken 
Bow trip in November and was quite a success. It’s also a great 
membership benefit.

We welcome anyone to volunteer as hosts for any of the 2018 
outings. This also offers you the opportunity to take part in 
our VIP Volunteer Program that offers numerous prizes and 
incentives.

Outings will be set for the 3rd weekend of the month and may be 
changed in any extraordinary circumstances.

Roshan Ali
Outings Director

DATE (2018) LOCATION SPECIES
Nov 16-18th Broken Bow, OK Trout
December No outing
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Fly Tying Groups Around Town
One of the best ways to improve and learn new tying skills as well as make new friends is to attend one of the tying events held in our 
area on a weekly basis. If you are a seasoned and experienced tyer, many of us would be glad to learn a new pattern or technique from 
you. If you are new to the whole mystifying ordeal of putting thread and feathers on a hook, do not be intimidated. Come and watch, 
enjoy a cold one, and catch up on recent fishing reports.

Fort Worth

Backwoods:
1013 Foch Street
Fort Worth TX 76107
817-332-2423
Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m.
Call ahead for details and information.
Stephen Woodcock is the Backwoods fly fishing manager 
and go-to guy for all your fly fishing needs. Stephen was 
instrumental in getting many club members into fly tying. 
Backwoods fly tying nights are well attended with lots of 
knowledgeable tyers that are willing to help and share.

Arlington
El Fenix Mexican Restaurant

4608 S. Cooper St. 

Arlington TX 76017

817-557-4309

Thursday nights: Dinner and drinks start at 5:15-5:30 p.m.
Tying starts at 6:30 p.m.

This event is usually headed by FWFF members who rotate in 
leading the class. The Mexican cuisine and cold drinks 
get the program rolling before tyers start making the 
fur, feathers and lies fly. If you don’t mind a bit of rabbit fur in 
your salsa or peacock herl in your PBR, come join us!

Grapevine

Bass Pro Shop: Fly Fishing Department
2501 Bass Pro Drive, Grapevine, TX 76051
Wednesday Night: 7:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 10:00 a.m.
  
Led by “The Roadkill Round Table”, this group has been tying 
for 35 years but welcomes new members.
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FWFF
P.O. Box 1133
Forth Worth, TX   76101
WWW.FORTWORTHFLYFISHERS.ORG

Our Purpose
“The purpose of our local club is to provide a forum for the meeting and 

exchange of ideas among members concerning the art of fly fishing.”
Federation of Fly Fishers, Southern Council 2002 and 2003 Club of the Year,

Texas Council 2014 Club of the Year 

Position   Board Member

President   Bryce Bezant 
 
Vice President  Rick Haness 
 
Treasurer  Harold Hilley

Membership  Sharon Leissner 
 
Secretary   Joy Summers   
 
Speaker Director   Adam Tate

Outings Director  Roshan Ali 
 
Tying Director   Barry Webster
      
Communications  Jim Fuquay 
    
Conservation   David Hooper
 
Social Relations  Jim Bass 

Education   Les Jackson 

Legal    Mike Nelson 

Auction/Raffles  Anna Wadsworth 

Director at Large  Kay Jackson  

FORT WORTH FLY FISHERS
2018 Board of Directors

WWW.FORTWORTHFLYFISHERS.ORG

