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Message From the President
Hello fellow Fly Fishers.
It is true that “Trout do not live in ugly places!” This was witnessed by a group of fly
fishers from four area clubs. They traveled to the headwaters of the Rio Grande River near
South Fork, Colo., and experienced some of the most beautiful scenery in the country.
However, a record low snowpack last season (lowest in 30 years and 29 percent of
the norm) dropped the water levels, creating severe conditions for the fish. Fish were
concentrated and the fishing could be very good when you found them. However,
precautions were taken to protect fish by not fishing the Rio Grande and other steams in
the afternoon, when water temperatures increased to above 70 degrees. The camaraderie,
guitar picking and, of course, the fishing made for a great time. Thanks to Russell Husted
for organizing and hosting the event.
As you may or may not know, the Nominating Committee puts forth a slate of nominees
at the September meeting to fill vacancies on the Board of Directors. These positions
need to be filled: Vice President, Speakers, Outings, Tying and Auction. They are twoyear terms. The folks that have served have done a tremendous job in sharing their time
and talents for the club. Now, these vacancies provide you, as a member of the club,
an opportunity to do the same. As has been my experience, this is a great way to get
involved in all aspects of the club and to connect with people who can increase your
skills in the sport of fly fishing. Please contact me, Vice President Rick Haness or any of
the board members if you have an interest in being on the Board.

Cont. on Pg 2

Colorado Trip Report
Read more on page 3.

Fly of the Month
Read more on page 6.
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President’s Message- Contd.
Finally, we have two educational events coming up at our next
two club meetings. In August, we will have a clinic on general
fly fishing techniques, and in September we will have our
annual casting clinic. Please make a point to attend these two
meetings! I assure you that you will learn something new.
Fish on!
Bryce Bezant
President

Add to Your Fly Fishing
Knowledge in August
By Les Jackson
We will continue our learning quarter this summer with our
August membership meeting being our Clinic Club, the second
in our summer school series. There will be break-out sessions
to learn tangible fly fishing tips and tricks. If you are new or just
getting into the sport, or want to learn new tips, this meeting is
for you. Each session will be led by one of our club members.
The 7 p.m. meeting will begin with short club business
discussion, then we’ll have our presenters stationed at different
spots around the lecture hall. They will give the same discussion
multiple times over six sessions, each 10 minutes long. You will
select a topic, then rotate to another session after 10 minutes.
Here are the topics:
Help for Trail Hazards: Liz Davis reviews the type of hazards
anglers might encounter on our fishing trips and how to stay
safe. She’ll also cover the basic First Aid items every angler
should have on hand for all trips.
Kayak Fishing the Trinity River: Guillermo Gonzalez shares
his vast knowledge of the local Trinity River, including kayak
and fishing access.
Fishing Your Local Creeks Using Google Earth: There are
a lot of fishing opportunities literally around the corner. Les
Jackson shows you how to find these hidden gems in your
neighborhood.
Fishing Local Lakes: This session covers the best local lakes to
fish.
All in Knots: A strong knot is a fly fisher’s best friend, especially
when you have a whopper on the line. Bill Hodges demonstrates

August 2018 Pg. 2

the best knots and how to tie them.
Checking In: Whether you’re going out for the day or packing
for that big fishing vacation, Vince Turley shares his checklist
for every type of fishing trip.
Rod Building Tips: Have you ever thought about building
your own fly rod? What about knowing how to repair a favorite
rod (that doesn’t have a warranty), or that sweet deal you found
at an estate sale? Suresh Venugopal shares the basics on how to
get started.

Summer Learning Series
Aug/Sept Meeting
Presentations
Our club is starting its three part series of “hands on” club
meetings this July. It is important for us to teach and give
members a platform to learn what fly fishing is all about.
1) August 7th Clinic ClubWe will continue our learning quarter and have break-out
sessions to learn tangible fly fishing take aways. If you are new
or just getting in to the sport or just want to learn new tips,
this meeting is for you. You’ll learn things such as the one knot
you need to know, proper setup for your rod and reel, or how
to connect leader to your fly line. The presenters will be there
to answer more technical questions. Les Jackson our Education
Director is heading up this great meeting.
2) September 4th Casting ClinicOur annual “Casting Clinic” will cap off this great threepart learning program. This will be a hands-on clinic for the
beginner to advanced fly fisher. Come hone your skills with our
instructors.
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Colorado Trip Report

Well, another trip to Colorado is in the books. This year’s trips
presented us new challenges and excitement.
Water was in short supply this year, and that was both good and
bad news. The good news was that the low water made the Rio
Grande very accessible for the fly angler. The bad news was the
state’s recommendation not to fish the river past noon, due to
high water temperatures. A good number of the trip goers took
advantage of the low water, and did very well, catching healthy
rainbow and brown trout. The upper portion of the river fished
the best, but spots closer to our South Fork base did well, too.
The feeder creeks were also lower than normal, but that did not
interfere with the many nice-sized browns that were looking
up for dry flies or looking down for big nymphs. The higher
elevated creeks produced many beautiful cutthroat trout, which
were in full color. For me, catching these beautiful trout was the
highlight of the week.
The
wildfires
never
affected
our plans, but did
alter our routes
some. We drove
home
through
the remnants of
the Spring fire,
which took out
over 115,000 acres
of forest. It was
sad to see that
one careless individual could cause so much damage. It is so
important to adhere to the warnings that the U.S. Forest Service
puts out. This is the third wildfire that I have seen in the South
Fork area, and it will most likely not be the last. It takes so long
for these areas to recover from a fire of this size. So please,
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please be very careful when spending time outdoors.
On a happier topic,
evenings were filled
with the aroma of good
food and time spent
discussing the day. We
even had some great
music played for us by
Bruce and Larry that
brought us all together
after a full day of fishing.
A few booked some of
the local guides for some
enhanced experiences.
Great results came from
these trips, and I always
recommend hiring a
guide for those that are
new to an area or need
additional assistance.
Leaving to go back home is always a bummer. But this year,
temperatures in Colorado when we left were in the high 40’s,
low 50’s, while temperatures in Texas were well in the 100’s.
Today was 110!!!!! When can we go back? Plans are already in
the works.
Russel Husted
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Thank You, 2018 FWF4 – Fundraiser Festival Donors!
Here are the merchants, guide and travel services, artists, fly tyers, members and other contributors who gave so generously to help
make our latest auction such a success. Please help support these sponsors and remember to thank the parties that pitched in. If
you need help locating anyone on the list, contact Rick Haness, Anna Wadsworth or Adam Tate.

Merchants
Action Anglers
Angler Sports Group, Christine Howard

United RV Center, www.unitedrv.com
Whole Earth Provision Company

Avoca Roasters

Lodging

Backwoods, Tim Martin and Stephen Woodcock

Broken Bow Nature Cabins

Big Y Fly Company
Blue Ribbon Flies, www.blue-ribbon-flies.com
Cafe Acapulco
Cattlemen’s Steak House
Charlies Fly Box, Charlie Craven
Del Frisco’s Double Eagle Steakhouse, 812 Main St.,
Fort Worth, TX 76102

Ashley Hammons -www.brokenbownaturecabins.com
Bill Fuller Double F River Ranch Sundancer on the
Brazos, doublefriverranch.com/Sundancer-on-the-brazos
Bryce and Micki Bezant, Bed and Breakfast on the Brazos
(Lake Granbury) 817-360-6672
Eagle Nest Fly Shack, Tim Urtiaga – eaglenestflyshack.com
El Pescador, Christine Spiro – www.elpescador.com

Daiichi Hooks

EPIC Angling and Adventures, www.epicanglingadventures.com

Daylight Company, Ed Ras, www.daylightcompany.com

Mike Nelson - Buffalo River in Gilbert, Arkansas,

Dr. Slick, www.drslick.com
“Fishy” Fullum
Fly Maven, Lise Lozelle

cootpole1@verizon.net
Teton Valley Lodge, TetonValleyLodge.com

Gruene Outfitters

Guides

Jeff Currier

Capt. Billy Trimble, billytrimble@cableone.com

Little Caesars Pizza

Danny Scarborough Houstonflyfishing@gmail.com

Montana Fly Company, montanafly.com
Mageyes, Inc.
Mark Kolanowski , Photography

832-257-9578 houstonflyfishing.com
Frank Huneycutt, Local Trip, Grand Prairie, TX
frankhuneycutt@att.net

Orvis -- Southlake

Indigo Guide Service, indigoguideservice.com

Park Hill Portraits, Erin Potter-Seigler

Jeff Johnson - Fly Fish Rockport jeff@flyfishrockport.com

Patriot Anglers
Red Carpet Car Wash
REI - Fort Worth/Dallas, Renee Shipley
RIO, De Ann Harris
Shine Express Carwash

flyfishrockport.com
Johnny “On the fly” Martinez, Lake Athens
Guided Trip johnny2448@gmail.com 972-697-7096
Johnny Walker Lake Fork Guided Trip
jwred@att.net 817-480-0340

Sportsman Finest, Greg Welander

Les Jackson Local Trip keebranch@sbcglobal.net

Tailwaters Fly Fishing – Dallas, www.tailwatersflyfishing.com

Mason Matejcek Port O’Connor masonmatejcek@yahoo.com

The Market – Fort Worth

830-857-0405 www.captainmasonm.com
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2018 FWF4 – Fundraiser Festival Donors- Contd.
River Hills Outfitters, Greg Hill – www.riverhillsoutfitters.com

Bill Hodges

River Run Outfitters

Bill Sargaent

Branson, MO 65616 417-322-0460
Russell Husted Brazos Trip
russellhusted@sbcglobal.net
Scott Taylor - High Country Charters,
Pagosa Springs - 970-946-5229 highcountrycharters.com

Chip Day
Donnie Roberts
Harold Hilley
Jan Bates
Joe Estes

Solitary Angler, Van Beacham – www.thesolitaryangler.com

John Healey

ZIA Fly, Spencer Seim – www.ziafly.com

Jon Schreyach
Ken Prehoditch

Instructors

Kirby J. Warren

Bob Garber

Laura Walters

Diane Blair Casting Lessons,

Pat Blankenship

diane_blair@sbcglobal.net 214-213-8832

Rick Haness
Sharon Leissner

Tyers

Stephen Barclay

Dave Etgen

Susan Fuquay

Dutch Baughman

Susan Underwood

Fred Du’Pre

Tommy Hicks

Greg Kohn
Matt “Fly Geek” Bennett

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS PLEASE SUPPORT THE MANY

Mike Morphew

CONTRIBUTORS AND SPONSERS LISTED ABOVE, IF
YOU NEED HELP LOCATING ANYONE ON THE LIST

Trips

PLEASE CONTACT RICK HANESS, ANNA WADSWORTH

Fly Fish Arizona

OR ADAM TATE.

Miscellaneous/Tyers
Jess Hall’s Serendipity Spices
and Seasonings
– Will Cass and Crawford Rodgers
Fort Worth

Individuals
Adam Tate
Anna Wadsworth
Barry and Theresa Webster
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Fly of the Month: The Royal Wulff
Wulff considered the pattern somewhat generic and encouraged
variation and evolution of the pattern instead of rigid adherence
to a precise recipe. Dan Bailey, who fished regularly in Montana
and eventually established a fly shop and mail order business in
Livingston, Montana, in 1938 promoted the series extensively to
western fly anglers.
The Wulff flies, especially the Royal Wulff, are still a staple in
anglers’ fly boxes around the world. Angler and writer John
Gierach, in his Good Flies -- Favorite Trout Patterns and How
They Got That Way, calls the Royal Wulff is one of the most
popular dry patterns over the last half century.

I thought with this being the midst of our summer heat wave and
dry fly season in full swing in the cooler regions of the country,
a classic dry fly was in order.
The adoption of the hairwing patterns that eventually became
the Wulff dry fly style began in the late 1920 in several locations.
Although many angling writers credit Lee Wulff with the Royal
Wulff, Q. L. Quackenbush, an early member of the Beaverkill
Trout Club above Lew Beach in New York is often cited as the
creator.
Around 1929-30, both Quackenbush and Wulff independently
modified the Royal Coachman pattern, particularly the Fanwing
Royal Coachman, with hair wings and tails. Both tyers made the
modifications because the Fanwing Royal Coachman proved
too flimsy and fragile on rough water. The first Quackenbush
versions were tied commercially by Rube Cross and were named
Quack Coachman, Hair-Winged Royal Coachman and Quack
Special.
Wulff collaborated with Dan Bailey on the development of
his hairwing patterns, and Bailey encouraged him to rename
the flies. The original Ausable Gray, Coffin May and Bucktail
Coachman became the Gray Wulff, White Wulff and Royal Wulff.
Three additional patterns, the Blonde Wulff, Brown Wulff and
Black Wulff, were created by the end of 1930, The series would
gain prominence after Wulff introduced them to Ray Bergman,
another fly angler and outdoor writer who became the fishing
editor for Outdoor Life magazine. Bergman embraced the flies
and included them his two editions of Trout, published in 1938
and 1952, with the following comment:
“The Wulff flies were designed to fill a decided need in large sizes.
I consider them necessary to the well-balanced fly box. New
Wulff patterns, the Black Wulff and Grizzly Wulff (designed by
Dan Bailey) have been added to my color plates because they are
considered very important by fishermen in the Rockies as well as
other sections.”

In the version of the Royal Wulff I’m presenting here, I’m taking
Wulff ’s blessing to modify it slightly by replacing the wings with
calf (kip) tail.
Royal Wulff list of materials
Hook: Allen Fly Fishing D102BL size 18 -12 (tied here in size
14), TMC 100 or any standard dry fly hook
Thread: Veevus 14/0 Black
Tail: Coq de Leon saddle fibers -- medium Pardo; 8 to 12 fibers
Body: Peacock herl separated with red floss
Wing: White calf tail (kip tail) -- wing about a hook shank
length, hand stacked
Hackle: Cree or Variant saddle hackle
Step 1. Attach the thread
to the hook and lay down
a minimal thread base to
the tail tie-in point. Take
the Coq de Leon hackle
feather, stroke the fibers
out perpendicular to the
rachis (stem) and pull
them off the rachis. Place
them atop the hook shank
tie in the barbs to make a tail approximately the length of the
hook shank.
Step 2. Select about a pencil
lead diameter of white
calf tail and cut it off the
tail. Use a hand stacking
procedure to even the
ends. Remove any short
fibers. Tie it in about two
hook eye diameters behind
the eye to make an upright
wing about a hook shank in height. Trim the base at an angle to
the hook shank and wrap the base tightly to the hook shank. You
may need a few thread wraps (a thread dam) in front of the wing
to make it stand up vertically.
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Fly of the Month: The Royal Wulff
Step 3. Select a single
peacock herl that is
fairly bushy. Note that
the rachis of the herl is
more prominent on one
side, with the tiny barbs
angled from both sides
to form a wedge shape
to one side. You want to
attach the herl such that
when you wrap (palmer)
the herl forward, the
rachis is pointing toward the hook eye). This will allow the herl to
wrap around the hook and not capture the barbs. Attach the herl
at the tail tie-in point, advance the thread about to the middle
of the hook, and begin wrapping herl forward to create a body
about 1/4 of the shank length. Tie down the herl, then continue
tightly wrapping thread over the herl about an additional 1/4
hook shank length.
Step 4. Cut in a length
(4-5 inches will be plenty)
of bright red floss (I use
DMC Satin embroidery
floss). Tie it in and wrap
the floss back over the
thread to where the herl
section ends, then back
forward to the thread
position. You should have
created a very flat, double
wrap of the floss in front of the herl body section. Tie off the
floss, clip the floss tag end and advance the thread to just behind
the wing.
Step 5. Palmer the
peacock herl to create
another body segment,
mirroring the segment
previously created. Leave
a small gap between the
end of the body segment
and the wing (to allow
room for hackle), tie off
the herl and clip the herl
tag.
Step 6. Select a hackle with barbs about 1-1/2 times the hook
gape. (You may want to use a hackle gauge to select the right
hackle for the hook size, but this will usually be 1-1/2 times the
hook gape.) The hackle should be long enough to yield 6-8 full

wraps. Strip off some of the fibers from the hackle to yield a bare
rachis and tie it in extending back over the shank. Palmer the
hackle forward (several turns behind the wing and several in
front). Try to wrap the hackle to minimize trapping barbs (I use
my fingers to direct the barbs backward while wrapping). Tie off
the hackle near the eye of the hook, clip the tag end and whip
finish, creating a small, neat thread head.

Barry Webster
Fly Tying Director
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Reel Recovery is a national non-profit organization that conducts free fly-fishing retreats for men recovering

from all forms of cancer.

Combining introductory fly-fishing instruction with directed “courageous
conversations”, the organization offers a unique experience for men coping with cancer, a time to share their
stories; learn a new skill, form friendships and gain renewed hope as they confront the challenges of their
recovery. Retreats are conducted over a two-and-a-half-day period at a comfortable facility with onsite or nearby
fishing access.

“This retreat was the most uplifting and rewarding experience of my life.” -- retreat participant
All meals, lodging and fly-fishing equipment are provided at no cost to the participants. Retreats are led by
professional facilitators, trained retreat coordinators and fly-fishing instructors. A maximum of 12-14 men are
invited to participate, to ensure the quality of the experience and to create a powerful, small-group dynamic.
In 2017 Texas held six retreats serving 70 courageous men living with cancer. We held 2 retreats each in Glen
Rose, Navasota and Waring. We hosted our 2nd retreat in partnership with Project Healing Waters to serve only
Veterans and Active Military men living with cancer.

2018 SCHEDULED TEXAS RETREATS:
Navasota, TX (Mar 16-18); Waring (April 6-8); Glen Rose (April 13-15) Waring (Sept. 21-23)
Veterans Only: Glen Rose, (Oct 12-14); Navasota (Nov. 2-4)

If you would like to be a Participant please apply on-line or contact us:
National: Toll Free 800-699-4490
Texas: Mike Emerson

info@reelrecovery.org

817-894-7832

www.reelrecovery.org

mgemerson1944@gmail.com

Giving.
Learning.
Living.
Founded in 1996, Casting for Recovery provides
free retreats for women with breast cancer with
a focus on improving quality of life through the
therapeutic sport of ﬂy ﬁshing.
Supported entirely by donations and a team of over
1600 volunteers nationwide, CfR currently offers
42 retreats across the country, serving nearly
600 women each year. Your generous help makes
it possible to enrich the lives of women with
breast cancer.

802.362.9181
info@castingforrecovery.org
Casting for Recovery is a 501(c)(3) non-proﬁt organization.
Photo: loriromneyphotography.com
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CLUB ACTIVITIES
AUGUST
August 7
Club meeting
SEPTEMBER
September 4
Club meeting
September 8
Fly Fish 101 at Camp Carter, 6200 Sand Springs Road, Fort
Worth
September 22
Outing to Lewisville Lake Environmental Learning Area
OCTOBER
October 2
Club meeting
Oct. 19-21
Outing to Texas coast
NOVEMBER
November 3
Fly Fish 101 at Lewisville Lake Environmental
Learning Area (LLELA)
November 6
Club meeting
November 17
Outing to area urban fishing sites

OUTINGS 2018
In 2018, our club plans to provide more organized fishing trips
that members can take advantage of. Once a quarter we will
have an overnight trip that will also serve as an education session
for new fishers. On these trips, the Club will pay for guides to
explain the area and take the attending members to locations
where they can actually catch fish. This was done at our Broken
Bow trip in November and was quite a success. It’s also a great
membership benefit.
We welcome anyone to volunteer as hosts for any of the 2018
outings. This also offers you the opportunity to take part in
our VIP Volunteer Program that offers numerous prizes and
incentives.
Outings will be set for the 3rd weekend of the month and may be
changed in any extraordinary circumstances.
Roshan Ali
Outings Director
DATE (2018) LOCATION
August
No outing due to excessive
heat
Sept. 22
LLELA
th
st
Oct 19 – 21 Overnight: Coast Trip guide provided; kayak fishing
Nov 17th
Dec 15th

Urban Wilderness
LLELA, Elm Fork of the
Trinity

SPECIES

Bass
Redfish,
Speckled
Trout, Drum
Panfish
Buffalo, Trout
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Fly Tying Groups Around Town
One of the best ways to improve and learn new tying skills as well as make new friends is to attend one of the tying events held in our
area on a weekly basis. If you are a seasoned and experienced tyer, many of us would be glad to learn a new pattern or technique from
you. If you are new to the whole mystifying ordeal of putting thread and feathers on a hook, do not be intimidated. Come and watch,
enjoy a cold one, and catch up on recent fishing reports.

Fort Worth

Grapevine

Backwoods:

Bass Pro Shop: Fly Fishing Department

1013 Foch Street

2501 Bass Pro Drive, Grapevine, TX 76051

Fort Worth TX 76107

Wednesday Night: 7:00 p.m.

817-332-2423

Saturday Morning: 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m.

		

Call ahead for details and information.

Led by “The Roadkill Round Table”, this group has been tying
for 35 years but welcomes new members.

Stephen Woodcock is the Backwoods fly fishing manager
and go-to guy for all your fly fishing needs. Stephen was
instrumental in getting many club members into fly tying.
Backwoods fly tying nights are well attended with lots of
knowledgeable tyers that are willing to help and share.
Arlington
Cafe Acapulco
4001 W. Green Oaks Blvd., Suite 121
Arlington TX 76016
817-483-4171
Thursday nights: Dinner and drinks start at 5:15-5:30 p.m.
Tying starts at 6:30 p.m.
This event is usually headed by FWFF members who rotate in
leading the class. The Mexican cuisine and cold drinks served
by Lynda get the program rolling before tyers start making the
fur, feathers and lies fly. If you don’t mind a bit of rabbit fur in
your salsa or peacock herl in your PBR, come join us!
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FORT WORTH FLY FISHERS
2018 Board of Directors
Position			Board Member
President			Bryce Bezant
Vice President		

Rick Haness

Treasurer		
Harold Hilley
Membership		

Sharon Leissner

Secretary			Joy Summers			
Speaker Director 		

Adam Tate

Outings Director		

Roshan Ali

Tying Director 		
Barry Webster
						
Communications		
Jim Fuquay
				
Conservation
David Hooper
Social Relations

Jim Bass

Education			Les Jackson
Legal 			Mike Nelson
Auction/Raffles		

Anna Wadsworth

Director at Large		

Kay Jackson

Our Purpose

FWFF
P.O. Box 1133
Forth Worth, TX 76101
WWW.FORTWORTHFLYFISHERS.ORG

“The purpose of our local club is to provide a forum for the meeting and
exchange of ideas among members concerning the art of fly fishing.”
Federation of Fly Fishers, Southern Council 2002 and 2003 Club of the Year,
Texas Council 2014 Club of the Year

