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Greetings Fort Worth Fly Fishers!  

As the new President of this organization I am excited about what is in store for 2018. 
We are expanding our educational opportunities, bringing a great slate of speakers and 
offering outings designed for the demographics of our membership. We also want to 
encourage activities with other clubs within the Texas Council and use the resources that 
the Fly Fishers International has available. 

As a very important matter, I want to recognize your Board of Directors who served 
in 2017 and who have dedicated many hours to make the club run efficiently.   Those 
members are listed on the last pages of this newsletter.  Please let them know how much 
you appreciated them and their time! The same goes for the 2018 Board of Directors and 
those members are also listed in this newsletter.  

Just like many of you, I have been involved in other organizations and have seen how we 
sometimes lose sight of why we are participating.  So as President I offer these four main 
reasons why I am a member of the Fort Worth Fly Fishers: 

1.To learn from others
2.To make good friends
3.To do the things I like to do
4.And the most important,  TO HAVE FUN

If we, as a club, are not fulfilling these objectives for the members then we are missing the 
point and we need to rethink our program.   

Message From Our New 
President Bryce Bezant

Cont. on Pg 2
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Personally, I have really gained so much from this club and 
have made some good friends.  So I am excited to continue that 
process.  On a closing note, I need to recognize Rick Haness 
who served two consecutive terms as the club’s president.   I 
have some huge shoes to fill in following Rick in this position.  
Please join me in expressing much appreciation for the job he 
did so well.  Thank you Rick!

CLUB AUCTION IS SET FOR MARCH 3RD 2017!  MARK 
YOUR CALENDAR

Bryce Bezant
President

January Speaker
Targeting Pike in Northern 

New Mexico
When you think about fly fishing in Northern New Mexico, 
you automatically think about trout in rivers like the Red, Rio 
Grande and Cimmaron. But did you know the latest hot trend 
is to target pike in Eagle’s Nest Lake? 

Our January speaker, Tim Urtiaga -  The Owner and Guide of 
Eagle Nest Fly Shack and Lodge will be our January speaker. Tim 
is a native to the New Mexico Water he fishes year round.  An 
incredible fly tyer, Tim has tied flies commercially for the past 
10 years. He will present on fly fishing the Enchanted Circle. 
Get ready to hear about catching trout on the Cimmaron, Rio 
Costilla, Rio Grande, and BIG Pike on Eagle Nest Lake.

The meeting is at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, January 2 at UNT Health 
Science Center.

January Meeting Reminders
You do NOT want to miss the January meeting. It will be 
Tuesday, January 2, so don’t forget!

We’ll be awarding prizes to those who participated in the 
Volunteer Incentive Program, and we’ll be unveiling a robust 
and exciting speaker line-up for 2018.

•	 Tuesday, January 2 at our usual place, the UNT Health 
Science Center in Fort Worth

•	 Membership dues are DUE (cash or check) 
•	 Details about the full-year 2018 volunteer incentive 

program will be shared.
•	 Exciting line-up of 2018 speakers will be revealed 
•	 Our 2018 outings will be discussed

Nationally-Known Speakers 
Come For Fwff

Adam Tate, Speaker Director, has planned an exciting year of 
nationally-known speakers for the club. More details at the 
meetings and our communication channels, but mark your 
calendar for a memorable 2018.

February –  Landon Mayer, one of our most popular speakers, 
returns to share more information about fishing Colorado, 
although his techniques can be applied anywhere. 
March – TBA
April - Jen Ripple, editor and founder of DUN Magazine. Jen 
is considered one of the most influential women in fly fishing, 
a demographic that is the fastest growing in the sport of fly 
fishing.
May – TBA
June – If you tie flies, you know the name Charlie Craven. 
Charlie Craven co-owns Charlie’s Fly Box, a fly shop in Arvada, 
Colorado, and is a top-selling signature fly designer for Umpqua 
Feather Merchants. He is a frequent contributor to magazines 
and top-selling author.
The July/August/September meetings will focus on honing 
our fly fishing skills in tying, casting and other need-to-know 
information.
October – Global fly fisher and blogger Jeff Currier will make 
a repeat performance at FWFF. Jeff ’s adventures to more than 
sixty countries on six continents and more than 385 fly caught 
species and counting; make him one of the foremost authorities 
in fly fishing. Wherever he goes, Jeff brings a sense of humor.
November – TBA
December – Club Christmas Party

Message from the President



Fort Worth Fly Fishers Newsletter      							       January 2018     Pg. 3

January Fly Fish 101 & 
Combined Local Outing

Our January outing will combined 
with Fly Fish 101 on Saturday, 
January 20 from 9:00 am – 12 noon 
at the Brazos River below the Possum 
Kingdom Dam near Graford, TX.  In 
the morning, we will be hosting a trout 
lab; that is, you will learn basics for 
leaders, tippets, and flies for catching 
trout which are stocked below the dam 

at Possum Kingdom and near the Hwy. 16 bridge. You will not 
need rods or flies, but will need a valid Texas fishing license to 
participate.

On hand will be a few volunteer casting 
instructors to demonstrate the basics 
as well as some “fishing instructors” 
who will help you learn how to mend 
line in moving current, adjust flies for 
the best depth to catch fish, and help 
you learn the best way they know how 
to catch trout in the Brazos river.

Lunch will be provided up in the park near Brazos River 
authority HQ. And for those who wish to remain fishing will 
continue.

See map below (Click to enlarge):

We will meet below dam in the parking lot. For more 
information, or to volunteer to help our beginners, contact Les 
Jackson, keebranch@sbcglobal.net or 817-658-3004.

Bring a friend!

SAVE THE DATE! March 3, 2018
Our annual FWF4 (Fort Worth Fly Fishers Fundraising 
Festival) will be another rip roaring event on Saturday, March 
3. This year’s event will be held at 7:30 p.m. at Wild Acres, a 
different brewery than last year. More details to come, but if you 
have connections to get items donated (trips, gear, artwork etc) 
or can help on her committee, contact Anna Wadsworth.     

Time to Renew Dues for 2018
As a member, you are a vital part of our mission to advance the 
sport of fly- fishing within our communities! Because of you, Ft. 
Worth Fly Fishers (FWFF) is able to provide local opportunities 
for people to experience the fellowship and fun of fly-fishing, 
while protecting and preserving our amazing ecosystems and 
fisheries for future generations.

Each year, many folks learn how to fly fish by attending our 
Fishing 101 and Kayak 101 Education programs. Our Annual 
Casting Clinics provide all skill levels a chance to learn new 
casting skills and improve their casting distance. Also, our 
Clinic Series On Fly Tying teaches beginner to advanced fly 
tying techniques. Our sponsorship of Casting for Recovery and 
Reel Recovery cancer survivors has positively impacted their 
lives, and we’ve improved our local wetland habitats with our 
trash pickup and other conservation projects.

Our goal to have everyone complete their 2018 FWFF 
membership enrollment by January 1, 2018.   As a member 
of our Charter Club, your dues entitle you to membership in 
Fly Fishers International (FFI) flyfishersinternational.org. You 
can pay your membership dues at the club meeting or you can 
download the form attached to this email and send it along 
with a check to the club address : 
 
Ft. Worth Fly Fishers
PO Box 1133
Ft. Worth, Texas, 76101
 
Single Member $35          Family $40          Student $12
 
Please include your phone number, address and email to 
help update our records. Please let me know if you have any 
questions or comments. 

Sharon Leissner
Membership Director
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FORT WORTH FLY FISHERS 

 
 

Membership Form 
2017 

        
Name:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State , Zip Code:  ______________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:  ____________________   (Alternate) ____________________ 
 
Email Address:  ___________________________________________________ 
 

Circle One 
 

Current Member            New Member 
 

DUES 
INDIVIDUAL $35  ________ 

 
FAMILY $40  ________ 

 
 

TOTAL PAID ________ Received By: _______, Date ________ 
 

ALL MEMBERS NEW AND OLD!! 
PLEASE FILL THIS FORM OUT, MAIL OR BRING TO THE NEXT MEETING. THIS MUST BE 

COMPLETED IN FULL TO BE ENROLLED FOR MEMBERSHIP. THIS NEEDS TO BE DONE TO 
ALLOW US TO BRING OUR RECORDS UP TO DATE. PLEASE DO THIS EVEN IF YOU THINK 

WE HAVE YOUR CURRENT INFORMATION. 
 

Email if questions: president@fortworthflyfishers.org 
Mail: Fort Worth Fly Fishers; P.O. Box 1133; Fort Worth, Texas 76101 

www.fortworthflyfishers.org 

 
 

 

 

 

2018
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Hope everyone had a great Holiday Season and you are ready for 
a 2018 filled with lots of Fly Fishing fun. I know that I am.

The January fly of the month, the “Dave’s Brazos Jig Bugger”, 
comes to us from the creative mind and tying desk of our own 
Dave Etgen (with lots of suggestions and fishing field testing by 
Dutch Baughman). This fly has been extensively tested on the 
local Brazos waters and has caught bluegills, crappie, largemouth 
bass and other Brazos surprises.

Dave’s Brazos Jig Bugger:
Hook:  Allen Fly Fishing J100BL Jig Hook , size 8-12, tied here 
on a size 8
Thread: White Veevus 14/0
Tail: White Maribou and Pearl Krystal Flash
Body: Palmered  Hareline Pearl Baitfish emulator
Legs: White barred SilliLegs

Step 1) Wrap the hook shank 
with .020 lead or non lead wire 
(depending on your PC factor). 
Cover the wraps of lead/non-lead 
with thread to create a durable 
pattern.

Step 2)  Add a tail consisting of a small 
clump of white maribou, about a hook 
shank in length and use one full strand 
of Pearl Krystal flash (cut it in half 4 
times) and tie in above the maribou.

Step 3) Cut a 
length of Baitfish 
Emulator (you’ll 
actually use about 
1-1.5 inches) 
long enough to 
easily control 
(I’d suggest 3-4 
inches) and tie it onto the hook shank just in front of the tail. You 
may have to trim the length of the Baitfish Emulator material (a 
about a hook shank in length, maybe slightly longer). Grab the 
end of Baitfish Emulator with a set of hackle pliers and twist the 
material so that it becomes tightly corded (see pictures below). 
If you just palmer the material onto the hook without twisting, 
it will lay down very flat and become a cone, rather than a full, 
wispy body, which is what we’re looking for.

Step 4) Palmer the Baitfish Emulator 
up the shank of the hook, stopping 
just before the jig bend of the hook.

Step 5) Groom the strands of the body 
toward the back of the fly using your 
fingers (watch that hook point). Take 
a single, full length SilliLegs and cut 
it in half. Attach the SilliLegs to the 
underside of the hook Doubling it 
over to make four legs. I usually invert 

the hook in the vise (just turn upside down if you have a rotating 
vise). This is so that the legs will ride on the top since this jig 
hook will fish with the hook point up. Leave them long as this 
adds to the movement in the water. Wrap a thread head and add 
head cement.

Here’s the completed Brazos Jig Bugger. 
You can tie this in a variety of hook sizes 
and variable amounts of weight to fish 
different parts of the water column. Dutch 
fishes it with a tandem rig and swings it 
down and across the current. Seems to 
work very well.

Barry Webster
Tying Director

FLY OF THE MONTH

Fly of the Month: Dave’s Brazos Bug Jig Bugger
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CALENDAR – AT A GLANCE

JANUARY

January 2
FWFF Club Meeting

January 20
Monthly outing and Fly Fish 101 at Brazos below Possum 
Kingdom Dam

FEBRUARY

February 6
Club meeting

February 16-18
Troutfest Texas, sponsored by the Guadalupe River Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited, Lazy L&L Campgrounds, Sattler

February 24  
FlyFish Texas, sponsored by Texas Parks & Wildlife and Fresh 
Water Fisheries in Athens

MARCH		

March 3
FWF4 – Our Club’s annual fundraising event, 7:30 p.m., Wild 
Acres Brewery, Fort Worth

March 6
Club Meeting

March 10
TRWD FlyFest on the Trinity River

March 10-11
Texas Fly Fishing Festival, Plano

OUTINGS 2018

In 2018, our club plans to provide more organized fishing trips 
that members can take advantage of.  Once a quarter we will 
have an overnight trip that will also serve as an education session 
for new fishers. On these trips, the Club will pay for guides to 
explain the area and take the attending members to locations 
where they can actually catch fish. This was done at our Broken 
Bow trip in November and was quite a success. It’s also a great 
membership benefit.

We welcome anyone to volunteer as hosts for any of the 2018 
outings. This also offers you the opportunity to take part in 
our VIP Volunteer Program that offers numerous prizes and 
incentives.

Outings will be set for the 3rd weekend of the month and may be 
changed in any extraordinary circumstances.

Roshan Ali
Outings Director

DATE (2018) LOCATION SPECIES
Jan 20th Brazos River below Hwy 16 

Bridge – FF101 with Les
Trout

Feb 16th – 
18th 

Overnight:  Broken Bow, 
Oklahoma – Guide provided

Trout

March 17th Nolan River Sand Bass
April 20th – 
22nd 

Overnight: Caddo Lake  - 
guide provided; kayak fishing

Large Mouth 
Bass

May 18th – 
20th 

Camping: Bill Ward’s Ranch 
– kayak fishing; FF101 with 
Les

Bass, Panfish

June 16th Paluxy River at Glen Rose Large Mouth 
Bass

July 8th – 15th Weeklong Trip: Colorado 
High Country

Trout

August 18th Lake Texoma Stripers
Sept 15th To be determined
Oct 19th – 21st Overnight:  Coast Trip -  

guide provided; kayak fishing
Redfish, 
Speckled 
Trout, Drum

Nov 17th Urban Wilderness Panfish
Dec 15th LLELA, Elm Fork of the 

Trinity
Buffalo, Trout
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Casting for Recovery is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Photo: loriromneyphotography.com

802.362.9181
info@castingforrecovery.org

Giving. 
Learning.
Living.
Founded in 1996, Casting for Recovery provides 
free retreats for women with breast cancer with 
a focus on improving quality of life through the
therapeutic sport of fly fishing.

Supported entirely by donations and a team of over
1600 volunteers nationwide, CfR currently offers 
42 retreats across the country, serving nearly 
600 women each year. Your generous help makes 
it possible to enrich the lives of women with 
breast cancer.

http://castingforrecovery.org
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Local Fly Tying Events
One of the best ways to improve and learn new tying skills as well as make new friends is to attend one of the tying events held in our 
area on a weekly basis. If you are a seasoned and experienced tyer, many of us would be glad to learn a new pattern or technique from 
you. If you are new to the whole mystifying ordeal of putting thread and feathers on a hook, do not be intimidated. Come and watch, 
enjoy a cold one, and catch up on recent fishing reports. 

Fort Worth

Backwoods: 
1013 Foch Street (NEW ADDRESS)
Fort Worth TX 76107  
817-332-2423
Wednesday nights @ 6:30 p.m.
Call ahead for details and information.

Stephen Woodcock is the Backwoods fly fishing manager 
and go to guy for all your fly fishing needs. Stephen was 
instrumental in getting many club members into fly tying. 
Backwoods fly tie nights are well attended with lots of 
knowledgeable tyers that are willing to help and share.

Arlington

Cafe Acapulco :  
4001 W. Green Oaks Blvd. Suite 121 
Arlington TX 76016
817-483-4171
Thursday nights : Dinner and drinks @ 5:15-5:30 p.m.             
Tying starts @ 6:30 p.m. 

This group is growing in attendance. Usually headed up by 
FWFF members Les Jackson and Mike McCorkhill . We enjoy 
the Mexican cuisine and cold drinks served by Lynda before 
making the fur, feathers and lies fly. If you don’t mind a bit 
of rabbit fur in your salsa or peacock herl in your PBR, come 
join us! 

Grapevine

Bass Pro Shop: Fly Fishing Department
2501 Bass Pro Drive, Grapevine, TX 76051
Wednesday Night: 7:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 9:00 a.m.
		
Led by “The Roadkill Round Table” Tying Group
This group has been tying for 35 years.

Grapevine Roadkill Roundtable Tying Group: This is a group 
of fly tiers of all levels of experience that meets twice a week 
to share skills and meet in a social environment. The group 
has been tying together for over 30 years, with new members 
joining regularly. The sessions are held twice a week. First, 
every Wednesday night starting at 7:00 PM (this session is a 
class offered by Bass pro with an instructor and materials, you 
just need your vice and tools with everyone tying the same 
pattern). The second session is held every Saturday morning 
9:00 AM until 12:00 Noon (this session is an open tying 
session with no instructor, bring your tools, materials and a 
pattern you want to tie - experienced tiers will be there if you 
need help).
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Thank You to Our 2017 Board of Directors
We’d like to acknowledge the work of the 2017 board of directors and thank them for their service:

Position			   Board Member

President			   Rick Haness	
	
Vice President		  Bryce Bezant
	
Treasurer		  Eric James

Membership		  Donnie Roberts	
	
Secretary			   Jan Bates			 
	
Speaker Director 		  Adam Tate

Outings Director		  Roshan Ali	
	
Tying Director 		  Barry Webster
						    
Communications		  Kay Jackson	
				  
Conservation 	 	 John Jarzabski
	
Social Relations	 	 Ken Bowers	

Education			   Les Jackson	

Legal	 			   Laura Walters	

Auction/Raffles		  Anna Wadsworth	

Director at Large		  Jim Bass	 	
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FWFF
P.O. Box 1133
Forth Worth, TX   76101
WWW.FORTWORTHFLYFISHERS.ORG

Our Purpose
“The purpose of our local club is to provide a forum for the meeting and 

exchange of ideas among members concerning the art of fly fishing.”
Federation of Fly Fishers, Southern Council 2002 and 2003 Club of the Year,

Texas Council 2014 Club of the Year 

Position			   Board Member

President			   Bryce Bezant 
	
Vice President		  Rick Haness	
	
Treasurer		  Harold Hilley

Membership		  Sharon Leissner	
	
Secretary			   Jan Bates			 
	
Speaker Director 		  Adam Tate

Outings Director		  Roshan Ali	
	
Tying Director 		  Barry Webster
						    
Communications		  Jim Fuquay	
				  
Conservation 	 	 Eric James
	
Social Relations	 	 Jim Bass	

Education			   Les Jackson	

Legal	 			   Laura Walters	

Auction/Raffles		  Anna Wadsworth	

Director at Large		  Kay Jackson	 	

FORT WORTH FLY FISHERS
2018 Board of Directors

WWW.FORTWORTHFLYFISHERS.ORG

